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MY pEaR COUNTRYMEN, .
HEN we fee the country we

live in, .where agriculture, ele-

gant and bencficial improve-

ments, philofophy, and all the

liberal arts and {ciences have

been nourifhed and ripened-to a degree of per-
fection, aftonithing to mankind ; where wifdom
and found policy have even- fuftained their due
authority, kept the licentious in: awe, -and ren-
dered them {fubfervient to their own, and the:
public welfare; and where ¥reedom, peace and-
order, have always triumpheéd over thofe enemies
to  human--happinefs, oppreffion and licentiouf-
nefs ;7 'riow: governed by the barbarian rule of
frantic folly, and lawlefs ambition: When we'’
fée freedom of fpeech fupprefed, - the hbcrty and
fecrecy of the prefs deftroyed,- the voice of truth
filenced : ‘A lawlefs ‘power eftablifhed through-
out the colomcs, forming laws for the - govern-
ment of their condut, - depriving men of their
natural rights, and mﬁléhng penalties more fe-
vere than death itfelf, upon a difobedience to their
edicts, towhich the conﬂ:ltuuonal magiftracy, in-
fome places by force, and in others willingly,
fubmit :—The property of the fubje¢t arbitrari-
ly, and without law, taken from him, in pur-
{uance of thofe edl&s :—When, under their in=
fluence, America is arming in the eaft and weft,

A againft
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#gainft the parent ftate :—I fay, when we fee the
colonies, needlefsly, and while the path to their-
fafety and happinefs is plain, and open before
them; thus pufhing on with precipitation and
madnefs, in the high road of fedition and re-
bellion, which muft ultimately terminate in their
wifery anderuin': It is the duty ef every man of
the leaft abilities, to try-to reclaim them from
their folly, and fave them from deftrution, be-
fore it be too late—With this defign 1 am re-
folved to review the moft important controverfy,
that ever. was agitated between a ftate and itst
members ; in hope, that my countrymen, too
long feduced from their . true intereft, by falfe
tho’ fpecious arguments, will, at length, liften .
to reafon and truth, and purfue thofe meafures

enly, which Jead tqatheir fafety and happinefs.
In a controverfy 'of fo great mement, it is of
the firft importance to afcertain the ftandard by
which it ought to be decided. This being un-
fettled, the merits can never be determined, nor
any juft decifion formed. Hence it is, that we
have feen all the American writers on the fub-
ject, adopting untenable principles, and thence
rearing, the moft wild and chimerical fuperftruc-
tures. Some of them have fixed on, as a fource
from whence to draw American Right, * the
< Jaws of God and mature,” the' common rights
of mankind, * and Anverican charters.” Others
finding that the claims of the eolonies eould not
be fupported upon thofe pillars, have racked
their inventions to find out diftin&tions, which
never exifted, nor can exift, in reafon or common
fenfe: A diftinction between a right in parlia-
ment to legiflate for the colonies,. and a right tor
. . tax‘
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tax them—Dbetween internal and external tqs.
tion—and between taxes laid for the regulation
of trade, and for the purpofe of revenue.- And
after all of them have been fully confidered,
even the authors themfelves, finding that they
have conveyed no fatisfacory idea to the intelli-
gent mind, either of the extent of parliamentary
authority, or of the rights of America, have ex-
ploded them, and taken new ground, which will
be found equally indefenfible, 1 fhall not at.
tempt to account for a condu&t which muft ap-
“peir fo ftrange, when it is confidered, that the
fubject itfelf naturally, and familiarly, led to the
only jult and proper means of deciding it. It is
a difpute between the fupreme authority of the
ftate, and 2 number‘of its members, refpecting
its fupremacy, and their conftifutional rights.
What other fource to draw them from, or ftan-
dard to decide them by, can reafon point out
but the principles of government in general, an
of that conftitution 1 particular, where both
are to be found, defined and eftablithed? Who-
ever fearches for them celfewhere, ‘will fearch for
them in vain, and ever confound the fubject,
perplex himfelf, and bewilder the reader.
In order then to afcertain’ the conftitutional
* extent of parliamentary authority ; to determine
whether the colonies are members of the Britifh
ftate; and if they are, to mark out their juft
rights, and to 'propofe a remedy to reconcile
them, upon principles of government and libei-
ty ; it is neceffary, firft, to dglineate thofe priii-
ciples, which ar: effential .in-the conftitution of
all focieties, and particularly in ‘that of the
Britith government.
Az There.
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There is no pofition more ﬁrmly e&ablehed

in the conduct of mankind, Than that there fnut
e in every ftate a fupreme legiflative authority,
pmverfal in its extent, over every member. This
truth, the principles upon which all governments
,from the earlieft ages have been eftablithed, uni-
formly demonftrate. ' This truth, the authonty
of all ‘authors of credit will ever fupporc.-—-Thl,s
truth, the nature and reafon of civil focieties .will
forever evince. "Tully gives:us this definition of
overnment, . * Multitudo juris confenfu et-uti-
£¢ litatis, communione fociata. . A multitude of
f“ people united together by a communion of in-
¢ terefts, and ‘common laws to which they all fubmiz
*¢ qwith one accord.” Mr. Locke tells us, that ¢, the
< firlt fundamental pofitive law ° ‘of all common-
<¢ wealths is, the c{’cablehmg the legzﬂatwe power.
* This legiflative is not only. the fupreme power
“ of the common-wealth ; but 1s facred and unal-
< terable .in the hand* where the .community.
¢ have placed it.”- And in another place, he
' fays ¢ there can be butone fupreme pewer, which
“is the legiflative, to which all the reft are, and
« muft be, fubordirate.” - The *judicious Burla-
smmaqui, in treating of the effential conftitution
of itates, and of the manner in ‘which. they, are
Formed, dcclares that in forming a fociety, it
< s neceflary to unmite forever the wills of all the
« <1embers in fuch a manner, that from that time
¢ 1o: ward they fhould never defire but cne and
e Jame thing, in whatever relates to the end
< ani purpofe of, fociety, It is afterwards ne-
< ceffl iy, to eftablith a fupreme power, fupported
<« by the ftrength of the whole body. That it
o s ho;n this union of 7,.,,,/1: and fireng th, thatthe
v. T S . s &ﬂd]
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“ body politic, er fate, refuitsy and without it we
could never conceive a civil fociety. - That the
ftate is confidered as a body, or moral perfon,
of which the Sovereign is the chief head, and
-the fubjects are the members.”” And afterwards,
in another part he fays, * The ftate is a body,
¢ or fociety, animated by ose foul, which dire&s
all its motions, and makes all its members act af-
ter a conftant and uniform manner, with a view
to one and the fume end, namely the pablic uti-
“ Jlity.”  And in another chapter, fpeaking of
the charafters of fovereignty, its modifications
and extent, he avers, * that in every govern-
¢ ment there fhould be fuch a fupreme power, is
“¢ a point abfolutely meceflary ; the very nature
¢ of:the thing requires it; otherwife if is impo/-
“¢ fible for it to fubfiff. ‘T'hat this power is that
¢ from which all others flow, it being a fupreme
s fmd independent fpowcr-, that is, a power that
¢ judges finally o Vyhatcvcris [ufceptible of bu--
 man direttion, and relates to the welfare and
¢ advantage of fociety.” Anrd Acherley, in his
treatife on the Britannic conftitution, proves with
great ftrength of argument, < That the fupreme
. ¢ power in every government and nation, is the
“-legiflative power of making and altering thofe
“ Jaws of it, by which every man is to be bound,
“ and to which he is to yie/d obedience.” :
The evidence - of all ‘other authors of credit,
even of thofe the moft attached to republican
forms of government, might be adduced, to de-
monftrate the fame’'truths ; but this muft be un-
neceflary, when we refer to the forms of ail civi-
lized focieties, whether monarchical, ariftocrati-
cal, democratical, or mixed; and there find a
s {overeign

<6
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fovercign legiflacure eftzblifhed, to which it is
the duty of every member unifermly to vield che-
dience. A due attention to this univerfal prin-
ciple, which feems too firmly fettled to be thak-
en by any fophiftical diftinctions, would have
faved the American writers from all their nu-
merous abfurdities. It would have thewn them,
that the legiflative authority in every govern-
ment muft of neceflity be equclly _/upnmz cuer all
its members.—That to divics this fupremacy, by
allowing it to exift in fome cafes, and notin all,—
over a part of the members, and not the who!c —
is to weaken and confound the operations of thc
fyftem, and to fubvert the very end and pur-
pofe for which it was formed; in as much as the
vigour and ftrength of every machine, whether
mechanical or political, muft depend upen the
- confiftency of its parts, and their correipcndxrsr
cbedience to the fupreme afing power: And .t
would have fhewn that there can be no alter-
" native ; esther the colonies muft be confidered as
complete members of the ftate, or fo many dif-
tinét commumtnes, in a ftate of nature, as inde-
perdant of i, as Hanover, France, or Spam
That there is fuch a fupreme power eftablithed
in the Britifh fociety, which has from the time
of its origin, exercifed this univerfal authority
over all its members, will not be denied. But
where it is lcdged ; what are its modificaticns;
and what are the powers fubordinate to it, isa
nceeffary enquiry. It wiil lead us to thofe prin-
ciples which muft decide many important quef-
trons in this greA controver{y ; and in particu-
Jar point out the abfurdity, in the colenifts, w{:en
4 ey
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#hiey acknowledge allegiance to the King, and de=
ny obedience to the laws of parliament. -

The government of Great-Britain is of a par-.
ticular iind.!, There is none now in the world'
like it. It is of a mixed form, compofed partly
of the principles of a monarchy, ariftocracy, and
democracy ; and yet cannot with propriety be
defcribed, by the name of either of them. I3
fupreme legiflative head is ddged.in the King,’
Eords and Commons. To their authority every
other power of the ftate is fubordinate; and eve-
ry member muft yield full and perfet obedience.
Thefe three branches conftituting but one fu-
preme politic head, their power is equal and con:
current ; their joint affent being neceffary to the
validity of every att of legiflation. So that even
in this départment of the ftate, which is the
higheftand firft in order, the King is notfupreme;
being only one of three equal in power. It can-.
. not therefore be to the King, as legiflator, that

the colonifts owe obedience and allegiance ; be-
caufe he has no fuch complete, independent ca-
pacity; he is not, by the conftitution, a legiflator,
but only a part of one; and to fubmit to the
power of a part, and not to the whole, is too great.
~ an abfurdity for men of fenfe to adopt.

But as the legiflature does not always exift,
it could: avail litde, without fome power to fu-
perintend the execution of its regulations. The
appointment of a reprefentative of the whole
fate, to fee that its laws are duly carried into
execution, was abfolutely neggffary. The King
s that reprefentative ; and as fuch is vefted with
the executive power of the Britiih governmens,
But this power is a fubordinate one, and perpe-

tually
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tually liable to the alterations and ¢ontroul of thé ‘
fupreme legiflative authority ; whofe will, enalted:

- into laws, is the fole guide and rule of its ac-

tions. Mr. Locke tells us, that the King * is
“ to be confidered, as the image, phantom, of
< yeprefentative of the common wealth, and by the.
¢ will of the fociety declared in. its laws, and thus
< bas no will, no,power, but that of the law.*

To him,- in this reprefentative capacity, and"
as fupreme executor of the laws, made by 4-

' jeint power of bim and others, the oaths of :alle..

giance are taken; and by him, that obedience in_
the fubjeéts to the laws, which intitle them to

protetion in their perfons and properties, is re--
ceived. Is it then te him, as reprefentative of

the ftate, and executor of its laws, that the Ame-
ricans profefs their alegiance 2. This cannot-be;
becaufe it would be owning an:obedienceto the -
laws of the ftate which he reprefents, and is

bound to execute, and of which they uniform-

ly deny the force and obligation. . Hence thefe

profeflions are not made to him either in his le-
giflative, or. executive. capacities; but yet ‘it-
feems they are made to the King. .. And into this -
diftin&ion, which is no where to be found, either -
in the conftirution of the government, in reafon .
or common fenfe, the ignorant and -thoughitlefs :
have been deluded ever fince the paffing of the ;
ftamp-alt, and they have refted fatisfied with it -
without the leaft examination ; for we find it in -
all the refolves and petitions of the American -
affemblies, town meetings, provincial commit- -

~_tees, and even in the proceedings of. the conti- -
.nental congrefs. And fuch have been the un-

happy
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Yoy effBts, thav we have feen- the officers'of
JuRice in;Ameriga,” wha have taken-the oathe to
the Britifh government, refolutely oppofin
 egeéution o%wthbf&‘vory: Yaws,  wii ]F ginvc
$worn to-oliey and execute; and thus nnw:mng-
Ay Aiding into: the moft & petjuries. Pdd
ot: mean- to-offénd bhe 1ventors: ef this refined
diftin&ion, when T w¢ them—TIt- this acknew-
Nigment rade to-tiie-Kidg, in his pelitic-cape-
¢ity, a3 King of Grese-Britain, -or of Ameri¢a?
-3 torhim inthe Airfly it includes # profiifE-of ¢ “obe-
-dience to- ‘the Bridih laws;' as I fhall: morc'ﬂuﬂy
prove heicafter?- ¥ i the: fécond; “a® King: df
“Anverita; wheti ditirier aflutme: that title, and by
vl was-it confeived? 'WiheW was: He crowhed?
-On- tlié contracy his: he not-inwatiablyi denied the
-exiffenice of any:fuch capiicity-in Kitny By an- uni-
-form condii; inv excrting his: authority, m ene-
-ciite thie: Bﬂtx& feamites- i Arnopicad
Inhiy reprefentative capacity, the: King m
< Bolds the gredu feal, or die:fpai‘of the-Rute, and
thastight 1o affie it to alk acts-ofithe | lﬁiturc,
"and fach as he-is- impowered o' g0 by~h|4 pre-
mgatwe, andinscother.  He Has-al{o- certain. pré-
rogatives,’ wihich -are defined: and:known, ~ By
<one-of them he has mght, under the grcatfea.l-, to
form any circle of i tervitory,” within. the real,
-and the- fubjef¥s on it, inte- inferior bedies pe.'
~litic, and to weft them with the. -power. to: make
- runieipal laws; for the regulation of its -internal
" police; fox farl asiit relates & the" welfare ofl that
“circle énly : Bue by no means-to/difoharge them
* from their- obiadience to: the fupreme- legifMitive
~ ‘awtfiority, ' Becauf¢ thie- would: be-to- weakon,
: 'diﬁaembervibdm dwenddc&rorﬂvﬂ*, Con-



{ w)

535747 the: intems for which. the' prerogative wag
wefted. jn thim, amely, the public: good. and

- .
Ve .
A R Nadb

o Jlaving thus eftablithed: she. nacefiity -of a fu-
preme legillative aythority in every governmeny,
&ad fhewn that jg s an effepgial principle in; the
£nglith fiate, and explained fuch other parts 6f
she condtitgtion ascare noteflary-to my. purpafes
Jeg us next enquire whether: the cojonies of-right
@ge;members -of that flate,. of fo many indepen-
Agatcommunitics, in 452t of matyre, with refpect .
Aouit., . For. feping.a legiflauve authority: compe-
entgin:all cafes whatfogver, ~ever.eyery membex,
g megeffany, inqvery. govatiient ; -the colonics
apuft ftandin ang.er other of thefe predicaments.
ai; The Jands wpe. which.the colonies-arg:eliab-
+ Jifled muft-kiel confidered, as.they.sruly-ap, -
-sher difcoverad; ar.conquered territories. - In gi-
ther cafe the right-of property.is in the ftate, -ug-
oy the Hcenfe ot authority-of which they. were
- Idifcovered o tconguertd;., T:Kisproperty - being
Fafted intheftase, 'noi fubjet: can Jawfully.enter
-pon, .and appropriate. any. past of it to.his pwn
- yle, without 4 commiffion or grant-from-theim-
vmédiate weprisfentative for that purpofe.. Hence
owe. find ,in she -biftories!-of all civilized ftates,
Arom she eatligh; ages te- this - day, the heads,
-@F seprefentatives of all gpvernments, diftribut-
siig: fuchdansls, sy fpecial grants, among their
_ Ipeople,  whe inexery inftance which hiftory af-
sdesds, Rill sexadnisthe dutics -of ; fubjedts: “And
mibdre -is o f;pQﬁEiOﬂ::beﬁt?"l. sfablithed bry-the
spiradtice:and ulaga of all fogigting, than that shere
(A fibjed resoves from ona part of the terntogy
-of 2_GONUAMENt, . 10 anather. past of Wfﬂﬁ;

Y51
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Nis' pititical vights-tind duties! reifiSn ks Befbre's
But whete the 1ubjedt of oné'ffate removes to the:
téfritoby of anothét, and fettles there, his pd“?-
cal“rights ‘and-dutiés are chrarfiged- from thole of
the ftate from whence he removed,. to thofg' 6f
thé fbate undér which he fettles, “and from which
hé réceives ‘protection. *No perfon ‘acquairited
‘with: politic'tavg of the pradite of - focietes, fh
‘thef refpedts, "Wl affert the contrary. “What
thehare the circulfRances of America @ Under
‘what'authority wids it difcovered? ‘What was
the intent of the difcovery-? By whom,  and un-
def what authofiry; has it beeri fercled?- A d S’
fior of thefe quéftions will lear? us 1o’ 2 wery im-
‘portant truth, ‘viz.! ' “That the “tdlories ‘areof
‘Right members-of' the Britifh governiment. .
" Atpetica wag difcovered in’ the 'latter. énd ‘of
‘the 15th- century, by Sebaftian’ Cabot,’ urhd- .
!fifed  for that fpecial putpoft, underthe great
Ral of ‘the fraré, ‘affixed tohis commiffion; by Hes-
'#9'7.” Reprefentative, of ‘the Britith governtyréift.
“The' fignatarg of the great feal fully ptoves thhe
theKing did ngt in the granting this commiffip,
-eorfider himfelf as a@ting irt his privare, but,n
-his politic capacity. In the firft he had no right
‘to affix it, in the fécond he'had. .The defign in
‘view, was to encreafe;the* territories, extend gthe
-eommerce, ‘and add Yo the wealth and powér, of
-the ftate.  And therefore the difcovery was made
“to-the ufe of theftard;  and’ the territories Becape:
“fiimediately fubject to its fupreme authority, ?,o
“fazn in his fober fenfes will, ¥ imaginé, affirmthae
-Hinry 7. Bad in view the difcovéty of a countyy,
- ito, which his. fucceffors might give licenfe to

~pb‘§nmbm’of the' fare’te’ emigrate, “with in-
LN x2 . tent
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tent to become . independent. .of -its a
‘Such a defign ii o0 abfurd to br fuppofcd cvct
“to have 'becn admitted intq aTy yitem of polic
m\zﬁhrlefs thatof 2 Prince 1o Juil)iy famed ﬁ;rﬁs
ildom.
¥ :Every eolony in. America,-, as "well thgfc un—
uder charters, s other., has -bega fettled unde
the Jicence, and aushority of the great feal, afixe
by -the rcprefcntanve.of the bady pelitic..of the
Britih fiase. | The propertywol xtshe tetritory . of
Amcnca bcmg.m the #ate, and its members, tc.-
_moving under,ifs -authority-from ‘one part 'of it
to anather, equally fuby Ztto its fuprenw')unll A
.a&mna ‘hc 0 Cmgqucmf«‘, ht over
- @with them allzhcl olmcal t].ghts andl;%tm, and
;tmo r.hc mﬁ{ﬁ% of rfc&ohitdu:nce bt; its
- laws ;—nor:could ¢ e loft -or c;angcd an
aleration of their - loc):\l circumftances. JIndeed
nothing can ‘e ‘more _explicitly confeffed than
" this truth, .in all the: -American declarations of
thcu- rights. "1 Thall cite only thioke of the con-
H‘esc\ivhxth met at New- Y(;lrck Hmﬁ 1765, and;:
ip 1774 By the hirlt we are o0
¢ that hlﬁna dgz Tiibjeéts in thefe colonies axe
!‘ “entitled t0 A\ the inberent righis and liherties: of
B lnsmatm’lbom,fub}c&s ‘within the kin
'@ -of Great-Britain.” And in the fecand, « h;t
"" .qur anecliory, Who Hirlt :fettIea xhcﬁe.colomec,
" s’ were, at the time of their emigration. from. the
“mother-country, miitied fﬁnﬂﬁh Fightsdibex-
)f‘ ?ﬁlé? m}rﬁun;t}x:s g:’I frenfmi nanml o
4 Ju s within the réalm of ‘England.” :
% hat by fach” emigration. thcy by ino: mcans.qu
. % Yeited, furrendere d, or-Joft any of thode i

Z'hns;:wdcﬂdy dcducmgvthcst aﬁkam thumgbf,

..
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~from the relatian they bare, .as members of the
-mother ftate. Confclous that:they eould aot de-
~ dutethem from gny. ather fource-but the Englith
.governiment, as tﬂycy no where ¢lft hx;(t, they
claim them.under its tidle and authority. But
«an the wifeft ameng .them inform us, y “what
© Jaw, tor upon what principle,. they claim rights
under the:Britith government, and yet deny the
. .obligation of thole duncs which fubjeéts of that
-government owe toitd The rights and duties of
_the_members of all-focieties are recipracal. T'he
one isthe continuing, confideration for the other.
. Eiitherof them being deftroyed, without.the .con-
_fent of the fubge&s £9.which both of them ad-
here, the other ceafes. T herefare, thoild a ftate
-, arbitrarily deprive.its members of their juit rights, .
_and refufe to-reftore them, after it hasbeem re-
peatedly, and refpectfully required fo to do, then
~ their duties and-obedience to the-ftate ceaft, but
not before : k being the defign of .cvery. Tociery,
.when formed, that 1ts exiftence. ﬁwu?? be per-
manen, -aotof a temporary durdtion.
Here we.may perceive fome of thofe'many. in-
conﬁﬁ:encxcs and abfurditics in which the ad- -
. wocatés of America have weakly mvolved her
,Gaule,» We fec them ecalling the fubje@is in
Amasica,  fubjets of his Adajq/éy, .in his poli-
-givakcapacity,-and as reprefentative of the Britith
_Razg, bound induty-to execute its.laws, inmvemy
.,pdrtof its dominions; and in the fame breath de-
‘gying obedience o thofe laws, We fee them
claiming * all the inherent rights and libertias. .
;1 -of matural born-fubjects” eof the ftate,-and.de-
nymg the force of thofe duties, which arefo.i3-
ftpnbl,y uhited with-thofe -« thts and liber-
“ m 9
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evidenae oft adenial, ap confirmation of the-prin-
-1 have maipained; . Aind here we: fhalk
find, that theprecogatives-of this fipreme re-
prefeneative.of the fbate; ever fince the: firft fet-
ttement of thie-colonies,, e been viniformly: ex-
. ereifed, dnd fu%mattedito, irr-alt the Golonies. AN
their political Executive powers: hawa- been: de
rm:& fmm, and slf cheir governments eftablifhed
1t i in-this-repreféntative: capacity: that
thé ngvhwgranted« all the chareers, appointed
the goveraars, exftem-lioufe: officers; &c. and
“autherity to the governors 1 commiffio-
nate-the inferior officers of juftice; as wall judi-
cial 28 minifierial. From this fource dnly: all
iy Jegal powters, in refpect to- the colonies, can
Be- dtawn’’ here-being o Gthier eapaeity vefted
ih him; “from whence e ‘could detive thern.  So
that evety officer inr America, appqhued by him,
&r under hié authority; "is-truly the iaferior. and
fuberdinate: defegets of the King, Lords' and
€ommons ; recetvmgh!s authoricy frem- the: fu-
preme-executive reprefentative - of: the: Britith
'fratey all their powers being eriginally derived
from, and-limited By, ity conRitution and: laws,
gon thie-fame principle; the fupreme legifla-
ture_has, upon many cecafiofts, and ‘at a variety
"of times; hﬂ& forth- aﬂd‘ edexdifed its autherity
ovcn the: eolonies ;; and- ehey hagie: yielded: be-
¢ to-allithe. Bnmﬁ& fatutes; in- which they
‘harve'been nditied'y” as well- thoﬁ! mpofing tixes
‘o them; as' thofc for : emg their internal
‘palice::’ The: Jearned judges’ in ‘England, and
* i€ juclgesiand other oﬂicers -eoniderned:- iy the
admmxﬁ*raﬁon of juftice: in- Ametica; i ¢onfor-
~ mity-to-this idea, of their .Being the: inferior de-
: legates
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legates of the Britify ftate, and of its_authority
oi%:‘r.tﬁ;é colpnies;’ @v&‘e?@?‘rﬁédé thole I"a%{s‘%
parlfament, "Vlf,ﬁéi‘e"-‘lky. words they -have bekn ex:"
tended 0 thém, thé teft 'of their decifions, in
all-Amerian difputes, ‘widhdut ‘doubt or hefi-’

~tatior; ‘untll the year 1765, when our unhappy
controverfy ¢ommenged.” - V0T
- Al the officers of govéininent, “every mermbet
of affetnbly,” every foreighet ‘before Kis marufz.’
lizatjon, Had'always taken the oaths of allegiance,
uffder the dire@ions of " the ftatutes, thag have.
beén ‘made for thar purpofe.. ‘The words of ‘the
oath 'are “rhe {dmé: with thiag adminiftred to the
fybjettin ‘Britain; on thé’}ﬂ;&f{cg‘éﬁoﬁﬁ"; and con.’
féquently iluft pe of the. famme, invport, and ‘Carry :
mih them the fame oblrgatigns ‘in every’ refpéct,
Both it BYitaim and Ametfcd the oaths are takén’
t6"the King not in hi§ ‘private; bt politic-id.>
pacity ; t}ig are taker to himas’ reprefentative!
of the ‘whole® flate; whoft dity It isto fuperinl
tend the adminiftrucion of jifiice] and to fée thrar?
a faithfdl“oBedletice-ls’ paid to te' laws.” TPHEf
oaths are to ‘mose than entwald 6f 'tl)’v:j%ﬂg‘i;ﬁl‘
covenant; Gpott whith aft'gbvérnnenits are fo¥fhi!
ed;, For in the conftitution of “all' focietids- twait
covenarifs arg' ¢ffential ; ‘ome’ori the part: of the
fate,” that’ Wil ever " con il dnd promate thét
public”'godd Hnd ﬁfétyf;'éﬁd Ytﬁ’ebtf;’ef’on the:
part of tRe fillijedfs that tie willbear ficeljty and’

true. allegiance 16/ the flietdgn.'or fuprithe suibiis
ty. “Th%%ﬁﬁf éover;é,;t,‘” j‘%&'k‘héﬁj'ud”xc’ioﬂé Bgr‘.‘t
fanfaqui, “includes a fAbMiflidn of the “jremptd
" and u‘iz‘l} 6F ‘éach-‘indiphdisl 1o the “dvil - andi
« head b tHE! fitlety, vad FAF 44 "thé',;jubl‘fp@doé_- .
4 rdquites; SN thus i ~Ts " thav i regufer fase;
e ’H:"l':)."_.' P P :':e RIPROERTI®S BN UL R0 gnedp
A H ' T \ :
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& and perfeit government,. is formed.™ And the
words of;Mr. Locke are equally appofite, * The
«_ paths. of aflegtance are taken to the King, it i
“-not 10 him as fugreme l¢giflator,. but as_fu-
« greme execubor. of the. Jw, miade by a joint
s power of bim and dthers; alligiance being no-.
“ thing: bur obedience according 0. Jatv, which,
« when he violasés,, he has o right to obedience, .
“_nor can claim. it otherwife than in"his public..
“ perfon, vefted with the power of the law.”, A,
in another place he fays,. “ That all obediepce.,
« which-hy ‘thq‘rqoﬁ[' folemn ties any one can be.
“ obliged tp pay, ultimgiely terminates. in the fu- .
‘.‘m};mgg oot it it ok el
“-by;thofe laws which it epatts?” ilﬁhh'bci.ﬁgl
the stature of the aath of allegiance, . and of ther
obligations it-enfarees, no man of any.under-
ftanding will call for fufther proof, ‘Fhat all the”
officers. of. goverpment: i America,. who' have':
taken thefs oaths, and tho'e whio have fubmitged
tg; therr adm iﬂ'iﬁ@tiens:.whi}c they. were: execut-
?g.;gl_;g Britifh: ftatutes, confidered themfelves as’
ubjedts of the Rate; owing obedicnce toits le-
giflative quthority. ., LT
o; WIS VEry , government, . protection. and alle-’
fance; o, ohedienge, are reciprocal, dyties, They,
arg. fo,indeparably united thap ene eannot exift. -
withogt; the Otler. ., Piotedtion from. rhe ftate,
dsmarids.and.entitles if to receive, obediende and’

gdience. 10 the wilh afithe ftate, cammunicated
ip. s daws, enticles the fubjeft iy ies protection,,
A juft-lanfs, of this trigh has goverped the can.:
duiék of she aje opards the colonies, and thar.
#f-ghescolohies towards ghe ftate, ever fince their

’ ' fettleniént. -
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fettlement, . The colonifts :ly;wje-_qg‘t__oql_y_fet't_kg
-upon the lands of the ftate,” under its licenceand
authority, granted by its “veprefentative ;- 'but
they have been foftered, -nourithed and fheltered
‘under its wings, and pr "o_'t’ééfc'g}';b 7 its wealth @nd

sower. And as they have ever yrelded obedience
To its laws, they have, ‘'whenevet in danger, called
for its prote®ion; and in the laft' war were faved
from all the mifery and flavery, whchlPo ith
fuperttition afig tyranny could infli&t, When their
1nabilify to {3ve themfclves was univerfalty kAdwr
and 'acknowledged. - ST

c gt v
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Seeing then ‘that the colories have,” ever fince.

* their exiftence, . confidered themfelves, -and aéted
as perfe&t members of the Britifh ftate, obedient
to its laws, untill the year 1765 : - There mutt,
one would imagine, be famerhing “lately dxff
covered; which has convinced thein of their mif:
take, and that they havea right to caft off’ ;h&ig
allegiance to the Britith government." We can_
Yook for this in no place fo properly, as in the
late declaration of American rights, Here we find_
they are didwn from * the immutahle Taws of
¢ nature, the principles of - the Englith confti-
“ tution, and their feveral charters, or com-
« palts.” Shouldwe fail in difcovering it here,
we may fafely determine it is not any where to
be found.  We fhall not find it in < the laws of
& ndture;” the principles upon which thofe laws
are founded, are reafon and immutable juftice,
which' require a'rigid petformance of every law-
ful contraét ;—to fuppofe therefore, that a right
can ‘thence’ be derived to violate the moft fo-
lemn and ficred of all' covehants ; thofe upon’
which the exiftence ‘of focieties,. and the we)-

B AR ’C‘ 7 LR ﬁ‘“;
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fare cI)f ‘millions depend ; is, inthe higheft degree,
ablurd. And, I bclieve,.we fhall be equally
-unfuccefsful in. fearching for it if the principles of
tthe Englith confttgrign’; becaufe that conflity-
tion -is . formed fo hind il the. members of the
Rage together, and to compel an obedience to it
Jaws.—We muft therefore find it in thé Ameri-
fan charters ‘or | compalls, or-no where. 'And
afier we have looked there, we can”difcover ne
¢xemption, or difcharge from the authority of
parliament in any of them, fave one, and there
it is.only partial ; while other parts of the fame
charter declare the contrary, and ex; refsly retaig
the fubmiffion of the fubjedt to the Brifith laws.
But fuppofe therg had been fuch 'an exemption
#n all of them, as.clear aswords could exprefs it,
itis aiqueftion which ;d'cma‘hds‘ ’a't(dluﬁb‘n, whe-
they the King had "a right, by she condtitution,
%9.%:&“& IF’ inal Wle £l Y I indés
. ¢ grigimal intent oI the prerogative, under
i}hml};ﬁ ?ﬂbab‘itﬁﬂ[s of par}:)icul(ﬁ?aat?i&is of
tegritory have been. incorroporated | 1nito_ hodies,
pelitic, was to enable the reprefentative of the
ftate,. to form inferior commpnitles, ‘with muni-
cipal rights and privileges. "This. was neceffary
. enable the executive. power to’ carry. info exe-
cution the operations of government with regu,
larity sand prder. And mn Jome 1nf‘an§¢s it has.
beea benefigial i, promoting the trade, ‘arts,;and
Fariicplar ppriuits in bufinels of Tich diftricts. —
“This, prerogative .is, ¢ery antient, and well de-
fingt by ufa:c and prefenipuon,  London fxc!d‘
'E.ec;:lianc rivileges long: before, the conqueft.
Wjiliazg the conqueror;grapted to_ that aity gwo.
<hangers foon affer. A great number of inferior
’ focieties,
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“f5cletics have ‘been fince’ intorporaied; by fuc-
“ceedling Kings, upon'thiefe pringiples; 1] of them
~under thé great leal, and by the fame authority
“winder which the American chartérs were grant-
‘ed.”” Flaving fo many precedeénts - betbre us, we
~caririot be at a lofs to afcertain, the eXtent of thas
“presogative. Theexercife of.it for {fo many cen-
taries will give fatisfaction_ to every candid en- -
quiier. Making this'the telt of decifion, we
“thatl find that no” King" has.‘ever prefumed o
grant more than . mercly m'gnic},p{zY powers and
“privileges, always leaving the fubjects and the
tertitory incorporated, undér the fupremé legif-
lative authority. - Thérg’being no traces of a tar-
thér extent of this prerogative; in-the conduct of
all the Britith Kings; the conclufion is, that no
“fuch power does, or ever did exift. Befides, this
prerogative, like all others, 'is vefted in the King,
in ‘trndfl, 0 promote, not to injure,. the public
good. And therefore, to affert that he may, us-
“der it, difcharge thefe incorporated focieties
* frotii ‘their obediénce to the fupreme power, is.io
contend’ that, by virtue of the power which he
holds in trult to ftrengthen, he may w.aken,—
- and,inflead of maintaining and defending, he may
deéftroy, the common wealch; whigh involves
the moft palpable contradiétion. .

Sufficient has becen faid to convince us, ‘thit®
‘the Kings of England -can have no authority to
_difcharge inferior bodies’pol'rtic, from Parliame:;-

tary authority. But'z§upon a fatisiadory dc-
“cifion of the queftion, the claim of independency
muft ftand or fall, I fhall farther corroberaze
~what 1 have {aid, with the moft refpetable au-
thorities., The learned Pufendorf tells us,

“ With
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¢ With regard to all lewful bodies, itis to be ohy-
* ferved, that whatever right they poffefs, or
whatever power they hold over their members,
“ is all under the deter mination of the fupreme au-
"¢ thority, which it ought on no account to oppofe,
“ or'over-ballance. For otherways, if there could
‘“ be’ a body of men, not fubjel? to the regula-,
“ tion of the civil government, there would be 4
“ Pate within a fate.—If we look on thefe bo-
“ dies, or fyftems, in a ftate already fettled, we
“ are then to confider what was the jntent of the
+ ¢ fupreme Governor, in founding, or confifming,
“ fuch a company.. For if he hath given, or
“ afcertained to thein, in ‘exprefs words, a# ab-
 folute and independent right, with' regard to
“ fome particular affairs which concern” tie pub-
“ lick adminifiration ; then he hath plainly 'ABDI-

““'GATED part cf bis authority, and by admittin
“ two _heads in the conftitution, hath rendered 1t
“ trreguler- and monfirous”” Mr. Locke fays,
* That the legiflative authority muft needs be fu-
¢ preme 5 and all other powers, in any members,
“ or parts of fociety, derived from, ard fubordi-
* nate to'it.” And fpeaking of the King’s ex-
" ceeding his public truft, he affirms, « That when
‘ he quits his reprefentative capatity, his public
% will, and alts by his own priwtt will, \be df'.
‘_grades himfelf, and is but a fingle, private per-

"¢ fom, without power, without will, that bas a
““ ‘right to obedience.” And the fame author would
not fcruple to declare, upon the principles he
eftablifhes in the latter gart of his treatifc : That
aKing who fhould have granted, in the. Ameri-
can charters, a licence to the fubjelts of the ftate
to emigrate, with a difcharge from their obedience
: T 1O\
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(5 tf,x,ﬂ iegiﬁagi\{é authority, and fhould, open fuch '

~ & doorto a defertion of the principal territory, and

diffolugion "of its’ government, would thereby
forfeic _his crown y and to prevent the mifghief
of {uch grant, the people might refumie their oris®
ginal'authority, if the mifchicf could not other-
wifc be prevepted. . . .~ :
.1 have f3id before, whepever a ftate refufes to

give profection to its fubjeds, and maintain their.
rights, ‘their duty cealcs.-. It may with equal
truth be affirmed, that.whenever {ubjelts fhail.
refufe to perform thofe 'duties, aad yield thae
obedience which they are bound to perform~and
jield by the conttitution,. or original compatt of
ociety, thoy forfeit not enly, their right to the

prote&tion of the ftate, butevery other right or
claim under it; and the goﬁ}émmcm, may either’
punifi’ them agreeably to its laws, or geafe its,
protection over them, and annul the rights and
privileges they derive from it. There is no
truth more evident than that' where a mutual co-
venant fubfifts, including a confidération per-
petuglly o be performed on- both . fides, wpon
which the validity ‘of the covenant refts, if either
party refufe the performaneé on his part, the
other is difcharged of courle, 'and’ the, party re-
fufing Jofes his right and claii to the perform-
ance of the other. If this affertion be juft, and
that it'is e fhall find, whether we apply to the
laws of nature, or civil focjeties,~—into what a
difgraceful predicament are the Americans thrown
by a denial of obedience to the authotity of par-
iamént; which is ooé of the moft cff;nxial duties!

That they, have not, as.tht congrefs afirms, for-
feited, furrendered, or loft their rights, by their
emigration,
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emigration, . is true, —-—But that this wife body, of
wien have ufed their. beft cndeavours, and_pur-
fued the inoft effectudl meatures to forfeir thcm,‘l
is equally true. Let us fuppofe that the laté Con-.
grefsthad been a regular and legal reprefentatjve’
of all America, velted with, authonity;- by, the
confent of the colomf’cs to “deny and - w'lfhdra}wj
their obedience to the laws of the Brifith’ftile,
as they have endeavoured to do s would® not
Great-Britain  be Juf’nﬁable in decla’r’ih’g, by
an act of*flate, that alt the rights and, prxvxfeocs
which. the colonifts derive under btfr“a‘re far-.
feited ? * $hall’ the Atheric.:ns ‘have” a r.ghx to
withdrawfrom the ftate the. performam,e ot their
duties, and the ftate ke koundto continue them in
the ejoyment of all their rights? Every. prin.
ciple.of government and common fenfe dcmcs it.
Thius, ih'whatever light we view the, 'fulgcc’.'t
whethvr we 'reafon from the princip!£s #id pohcy
upen “sthich all goxérnments are clfablifbed, or
thofe of the Englifh conftitution in parmuhr,
the r)gﬂ‘xt of property in the territory, —tHe avithio-
rity unzer which the colonifts hvc been fcd)cd
—the perfons by whorm fcttled —their rights un-
der the feveral charters a1d compa&s —theircon-
du& ever fin¢e their fettlement, down . tg the year
~ 1765,—or from the conduét of -the ftatg down
'Y to this day ;. we ﬁnd that tl.cy are membcrs of
the Britith ﬁate and owe 6bcdxcrce to t;s lcg.f
lative uuthomy
B That America has been w :mdcr:ng {na 'vrong
path, bewildered amuong the erroncous. ;:riniziples
upon which her advocates have attcmptc in
vain ‘to fapport her righis, is apparent trom all
her condutl fhe bcgan by dcnymé‘r tL~ aptho-
. b ority
»

—
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¥Ry of ‘parliament, to lay internal tazes:—But
finding that ground not tenable, the next de-
nied its power to lay either internal or external

taxes: And at length has declared, that it can
neither lay internal nor external taxes, nor regu-

* late the internal police of the colonies. Andyet

fuch has been the implicit confidence,—fuch the
infatuation of the unthinking and deluded peo-
ple, that they have believed at ghe timne, thag all

_ thofe principles were fo many folid pillars—and
fupports of their rights, and #ruths as facred a5 =

‘thofe in boly writ. v .

. Jt would not be unreafonable to think, that
the wrguments before offered, to expofe the pre-
fent unhappy meafures of the colonies, would be
fufficient for that purpefe. But however that
may be, as T am convinced they lead to the ruin

‘or'my country, I think it my duty to take 2

more parti¢ular view of therh. The claims made
by the laft congrefs, and upon which, it feems,
all America now refts, are, “ That the colonies
%< are entitled to & free and exclafive right, or pow-
“ er of kygiflation, where theit right of reprefen-
“ tation can alone .be preferved, i all cafes of
“¢ taxation and internal polity, fubject only ta the ns-
~ gative of their Svvereign, in fuch manner as bay
<< been beretofore ufed and accufiomed.”” No words.
'y, on the Britith legiflature, than thofe I have.
juft tranfcribed. Becaufe there is o a& within,

- "the power of any legiflature to pafs, binding on,

any member of the ftate, but what muft,:in cither.
the regulation or execution of it affeét the in-
ternal police.  States may make lawfor thego-

‘vernment of their fubjets, while in foréign coun-
. .

r4

tiics,

‘can convey a more perfect claim of ndependen.#
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tries, or upon the fea ; but as thofe {aws can on-
ly-be executed within the fociety, there being no
jurifdiction, 'no officer of juftice without, ﬁlcy
muft beexeruted, and the penalties recovered with-
in the community; its internal police affected by
them, according to the nature of the penalties, and
the mode of recovering, or inflitting them, and in
the moft facred things,- life, liberty and propers
ty 5 thefe being the objeéts upon which penalties
are laid, If thid be true, and the colonies have
« free and exclufive legiflation, in ‘all ‘cdfes of
¢ internal polity,” the legiflature of Great-Bri-
1aig can have no more-authority oyer-them, than -
the, parliament of Paris ; and the colonies are as
independent of the oneas the other...But it feems
wunder this claim of right, though the legiflature
of Great-Britain, which'is fupreme in power,
;having no fuperior, as I have thewn, fhall have
-no right to make lsws for us; .nor .even .to re-
peal-an aék of affembly, of the colopies, however
anconfiftent with the laws of England, or de-
.{\‘cr’ué&i,yc‘ to the rights and interefts of the nations
et the legiflation of the colonies is-to be.fub-
yect tQ the repeal of the King.. Does, tiot. this il
‘gugﬁc]eg ‘claim -involve the caufe:of America in
,@ inexgrigable abfurdity? Is not thig.acknow-:
Jedging a pawer in an inferior, and denying it

¥ 2 Sna 1e-{upermy, from whom that inferior.draws

all jts ‘auhority, and by whom all its preroga-
;tives, rights, and powers are goveraed; and con-
/ ,wouled 21 The King,. by the sonftiturion, . has no-
1€apacity, /in; whith, he. does not reprefent the. fu-
_preae legiflature,, or head of the ftate, -as Lhave
proved petore. . INgr can -be-affume ..any other
T ;‘.a;;.!‘:_’k . “.: v :'_ Civan v mnﬁﬁcnt .
20088 a
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inconfiftent with its rights. The power of re-
peal, being 'a compleat legiflative act, he can
draw it from no other fountain, but from his rg-
~ prefentation of thewbele /egiflative body. Becaufe s
legiflator, he holds only a third part of the right,
and upon no ground of reafon, or propriety, can
an entire fuperior power be derived, from.any
part of the fame power. B
* Here we have a full view of the plan of the
delegates of 'North-America, which, when ex-
amined, appears to be that of abfolute indg-
pendence on the mother ftate. But cénfcious
that a fcheme, which has fo great a tendency to.a
forfelture of her rights, and fo deftrucive to her
fafety and happinefs, could not meet with the
approbation and fupport of the colonifts in ge--
neral, unlefs in fome meafure difguifed; they
have endeavoured to throw a veil over it, by gra-
cioufly concedeing to the mother-ftate, a whim-
fical autherity, pfelefs and impraicable, .in.jfs
nature. Tlhis is a ftale device, common to
wrong-headed politicians, who have not reaf
and truth tofupport their pretenfions. But the vejl
is too thin. The herbage is not fufficiently thic
to conceal the ‘covered” fnake, from the eye of
the candid and fenfible enquirer. . But let ys
hearthem, *,But from the neceffity of the ca%;
“ gnd a regard to the mutyal intereft of -boy
‘¢ countries,” not from any confitutional right,
for this they have denied in the preceeding part
of the refolve, in all cafes: whatfoever, * we
" confent ;” but to what do'they confent ? “ to
N the operations of,” not to the right of mak- -
‘ing, “ fuch afls of the Britith Parliament as argy”
not fuch'as fhill be hereafter, for they are, no
' P2 doubt,
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doubde, to receive the fanction of - this wife and

learned body, before they are valid, * bona fide

“ reftrained, to the regulation of of our exter-

“ nal commerce, for the purpofe of fecyring the

“ commmiercial advantages of the whole, (i.e.

¢ of our commerce) to the mother country, and

¢ the commercial benefits of its re/peffive mem-

“ bers.” Here is more art and finefle, than an

honeft mind would wifh to find in the condu®

of any men, much lefs in thof€ of charatter,” It

is eafy to perceive from the import of ¢thefe

"words, that fhould the Britifh parliament be:
“obliged to accept of their conceffions, they'concede
.nothing. They have taken efpecial care, that
what they have confented to in one breath,

fheuld be blafted by the next. - For there is no

law of trade, that I know of, nor can fuch a

law be formed, as fhall fecure the commercial ad-

“vantages of gll the external American commerce to.
the mother country, which is a part of the realm

diftin& from the colonies, ’ind yet * fecure to

¢ the celonies,” as membess, their commercial

benefic. It would not have been any great de- -

viation from thé public duty of thefe gentlemen,

had they dealt lefs in myfteries, and explained

‘what laws they were, which anfwered thofe ex~
*cellent purpeofes. Surely they coyld mot mean
~thofe ftatytes, which enumerate Ametican com.
modities, and compel us to land them in Bri-

tain, before they can be exported to fgreign mar-
-kets ; nor thofe which oblige us to purchafe their
*manufatures, and forbid us to get them from
“other countries.—Thefe are fo far from * fecus-
“ ing,” that they greatly diminifh the commee-

eial benefits of the colonies; and 1 know, of np

\ s ‘ other
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other that ¢ fecure” the advantages of eur
commerce * to the mother country.”—But {up-
pofe there are fuch laws, who are to point them
out in the volumes of the ftatutes 2 Who is to
fay whether a law anfwers_this defcription ? Is the
legiflature of Great-Britain to do this? No.
Who then?—Why, the affemblies.—But the

affemblies are difunited, and may differ as they

have done, even in matters which concerned their
effential fafety, and there is no conftitutional
union, declaring the voices of a majority, bind,
-ing on all.—Why then, fince it can be né other-
. ways, the point muft be determined by an ille-
gal, motley congrefs ; fome few of them to be
- appointed by the affemblies, if they can be fo
loft to their own, and the true intereft of their
conftituents, as ever to appoint another; and the

reft by a twentieth part of the people, the moft

ignorant and violent to be found among them, .

A blefled American sonftitutiont -
But fhould there be any fuch laws as the con.
frcfs have defcribed, it feems, they are to be ftill
curther limited, and to.  exclude every idea of
““ internal and external taxation, for raifing a
¢ revenue in America.” All the laws of trade,

from whence the leaft aid arifes to the crown for

the proteétion of its dominions, are invalid, far
want of this * confent,” and, to be abolifhed :
But thofe which amount to an abfolute prohibi-
.tion, are agreed to. The ftatute impofing a {mall
_duty on fareign fugars and melafies, on their im-
-portation, and thereby enabling the colonifts ta
eftablith new  manufactures, and open new
fources of foreign trade, fhall nat be obeyed ;
- byt bad the partiament inficad thereof pafied :&

-



’ (" 30 )

a& totally prohibiting this part of qur foreign
.commerce, under forfeiture of veffel and cargo,
it would have met with the approbation and con-
fent of thefe great and wife men, at leaft as to
its “operations.” Isit not ftrange, that when
they were about to bring forth this ruinous prin-
ciple, they could not perceive, that every greater
_power includes every inferior, relative power;
and that the power to prohibit a particular trade
‘includes, from neceffity, that of permitting it, on

‘condition of paying an advantageous duty ? ‘
To conclude my remarks upon this famous
American bill of rights, this pillar of American
liberties : * It feems implicitly agreed, that
with the “ confent of America,” both internal
and external taxes may be laid by Parliament;—
But they have not informed us in what confti-
tutional, or legal mode, this confent is to be ob-
‘tained, or given. They muft have known, if
they knew any thing, that there was none ; and
yet fo far were they from meaning to ptopofe
_any, that they ordered, in direct vielation of
‘their own rules, the only conftitutional plan
which was offered fot that purpalfe, to be refeind-
‘ed from their minutes, .'afxt)cr it had been de-
‘bated, and refered to further confideration ; left
the good people of America thoyld fee and ap- .

rove of ir, depriving the member who prope-

'ged it, of that fecurity, againft mifreprefentation,
which he was in juftice entitled to, and “contrary
to their duty to the colonies.—Such are the’ pro-
ecedings of the men, ‘Intrufted with the facred
xights and liberties of America! Such the dif-
appointment of their ‘conftituents,——They
thought that all wifdom,’ juftice and policy were
CQR-
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concentred in that learned body. ‘And therefore
they expected that fome permanent fyftem of
union, between Great-Britain and the colonies,
upon principles of government and liberty,
- would have been propofed to the mother ftate,
and a path opened to a lafting and happy recon-
ciliation, But alas! How miftaken! Nothing-
has been the production of their two months
labour, but the ill-fhapen, diminutive brat, In-
pEPENDENCY. And confcious of its inability to
defend itfelf, they have exerted every nervg, to
?rcvail on the people to adopt.the fpurious in-
ant of a day, and take up arms in its defence;
to rufh’ into the blackeft. rebellion, and all the
_horrors 'of an wunnatyral civil war. To effe&
_this wicked and horrid defign, they, in all their
Jham majefty of illegal power, refolve that if
¥¢ the late aéts of parliament fhall be attempted
"¢ to be carried inte execution- &y force, that ip
% fuch’ cafe, Al America ought to fupport the in-
-% habitants of the Maffachufets Bay, in tbeir op-
.« pofition”’  Who is to fuperintend the execu-
;tion of .the laws, againft which this oppofition
Js advifed ? This is ‘the duty of his Majeity, 'as
. .geprefentative of the ftate, who is authorifed to
.do it, by firf calling on the ajd of the civil pow-
ser, and if -that is not fufficient, the military?
_The effential principles of government juftify
-it. - Search for. yourfelves, my dear country-
men, lpok into all the treatifes on the common
law, and they will tell you, that this oppofitign
is clear, palpable trealon and rebellion, which
will incur the forfeiture of your eftates, and your
lives. = But this, is not all the mifchief they have
done, orattempted tp do=—as if nothing would
~ fatisfy
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fatisfy them, but your inevitable ruin.—They
have furrounded you with mifery on all fides—
have ufed their utmoft endeavouts, to raife the
hoftile refentment of one of the moft powerful
ftates upon earth againft you, when nothing but
her affection, lenity and merey towards you, can
prevent her from reducing you, in a fhort time,
to the deplorable condition of a conquered peo-
ple. But if the fhould be fo blindto your and her .
own intereft, as to give you independency, which
is the great aim of their condu, they have pre-
pared the rods and fcourges of their own tyran-
ny to fubdue your fpirits, and triumph over
your invaluable rights and liberties. Under
this tyranny, edi&s have been made and publifh.
ed ; and fo facred are they to be held, that none
is to prefume to meddie with, or determine any
difpute arifing on them, but the creatures of
this illegal power. The fevereft of all penalties
are ordained for a difobedience tothem. Taxes
“have beén impofed on your property, and that
property arbitrarily, taken from you ; the libe:
-of the prefs, and 7even the liberty of fpeec
- is deftroyed. The unthinking, ignorant multi-
tude, in the eaft and weft, are arming againtt
the mother ftate, and the authority of govern-
ment, is filenced by the din of war.—What
think you, O my.countrymen, what think you
will'be your condition, when you fhall fee the
defigns of thefe men carried alittle farther into
sxecution ?—Companies of armed, but undifci-
plined men, headed by men unprincipled, tra-
~ velling over your eftates, entering your houfes—
your caftles—and facred repofitories of fafety for
all you hold dear and valuable—feizing your

property,
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property, ‘and carrying havock .and:devaftation
wherever they head—ravifhing your wives and
daughters, and gfterwards plunging the

into their tender bofoms, while you are obliged
to ftand the fpecchlefs, the helplefs {pectators.
Tell me, oh! tell me—-whether your hearts are
fo obdurate as to be prepared for fuch thocking
. fcenes of confufion and death. And yet, believe
me, this is a real and not an exaggerated piture
of that.diftrefs, into which she {chemes of thofe

men, »who have .aflumed the charafters of your -

guardians, and dare to file:themfelves his Ma-
 jefy’s maployal fabjess, will. inevitably plunge
you, unlefs you oppofe them with all the forti-
tude iwhich réafon and virtue can infpire. .
. I have thus.thought .it my duty,” in a cafe of
fuch infiniteimportance to my country, to give
tho full sveight - to the arguments in favour of
the right .of .pdrliament, and againft thofe rath
and wiolent meafures which are haftening the
ruinof America. I do not know, that I have exag-
gerated any. I mean, with the moft benevolent
attachmentto her true intereft, to lay th€ truth,
the whole truth; and nothing but the.tnith, be-
fore'my country, that fhe may impartially con-
fider it; andm.igive.ic that weight which;reafon and
her own prefervation fhall diétate ;—but hither-
20T have only .performed 'a part of my -engage-
ment. The rights of America remain to be con-
fidered. and eftablifhed. A tafk which the up-

. dertaker muft .perform. with. ineffable pleafure, .

as he is pleading a caufe founded on the immut-
able principles of . reafon and.juftice—the caude
of his country, and the. lateft pofterity. He is

endeavouring to. reftore.an union betwéen two |

E great

Al
.
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grea: countties, whofe interelt and welfare ar¢
anfcparable 5 and to.recover thode rights upon
:lhec enjoyment whereof the happinefs of millions
m‘ . -
. p’I‘:hat America has rights, and moft importang
rights, which fhe does not at prefent enjoy, I
:know ; and that they are as fismly cftablifhed, as
thofe of the parliasent, may be eafily proved;
but what thofe- rights are—whence ‘derived—
how the exercife of them has been loft—and
what is the only poffible and fafe mede of re.
covering them, are queftions, a candid folution
of which will throw'full light upon this unhap-
Py controverfy: .- L, '
~ After what hds been faid refpefting the rights
- of parliament; and the duties of the Britith ftate,
it cannot be difficult ‘to determine fyom whence
‘the  rights of America are derived. They can
be traced to no other.fountain; but that wherein
they were originally efiablifhed. .. This was in
-the conftitution of the Britith ftate.. Prote&tion
‘from all manner of unjuft violence, is the greatob-
je€t which men have inview, when they furrender
-up their natural rights, and enter iato focicty.
T have faid before, thmt the right to this protecs
.tion, and the duties of allegiance were recipro.
cal.” . By proteétion | do mot mean: protection
from foreign powers only ; but alfo againft the
~-private .injuftice of individuals, the arbitrary
and lawlefs power of the ftate, and of every fub-
.ordinate authority. Swuch being the right, unlefs
-the government be fo formed, as to afford the
fubje a fecurity in the enjoyment of it; the right
« jtfelf would be of little eftimation. The tenure
would be precarious; and its exiftence of a fhort
°, . duration.




, € 33 )
duration. In proportion to the ftability of shis

fecurity, all governments are more oy lefs free,

'and the fubjec happy under them. Much there-,

fore depends on the particular form, or contlia,
tution of the fociety. Ina monarchy, where the
fupreme power.is Jodged in a fingle perfon, without.
any checﬁ or controul, the tenure is precarious ;
becaufe it depenrdson the difcretion angd integrity
of the Monarch. Butina free government of
the mixt form, where the people have a right to.
8 fhare, and compofc a pars of the fupreme au-
thority, its foundation will be folid, and its cone-
tinuance permanent 3 becaufe the people them..
felves, who are interefted in its prefervation, para
take of the power which is neceffary to defend it,.

There is no fociety in the world where ;l;i;.
right of protection is fettled with fo much wil-
dom and polisy, as in the Englith conftitution..
“The expesience of ages affords numerous inftances
of its beiag ivaded and impaired, butin afhorg .
time reftored by its' own energetic power. It is.
this part of the Englifh gavernment npon which -
authors dwell widh raptuge ; as it confticutes it
whole excellence, and forms its freedom, - ,

Power naturally arifing from property, -if is.
cvifﬁnt ﬁong"cr: view of Britifh con{hh’a\:tion,;
in all its different s, that the Englith go-
yernment derives igag;wer from the lg;xd_cquq,-
tereft ; that heing the moft permanent and un-,

.changeable in its nature, of all kinds of proper-

ty, and therefore moft worthy of protection,
vAnd although we cannot trace this truth up to
its origin,-the neceffary antient records being
buried in the ruins of the monafteries, either be-

fore or after the conqueft, yey the fad is fuffi-
N . E 2
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dienitly evident” from very ancient hiftories apd
documents, as well as from the plan of govern-
ment, ufed in England from tihe immemorial:
All hiftorians agree that the prefent form of go-
vernment was fettled in Britain, by. our anceftors,

the Anglo-faxons; and fo fat as we have any

knowledge of their government, in their own
country, we know that the preprietors of ihe
lind, gave their perfonal attendance in #he legif
lative councit, and fbared the powver.of making their
Giivs.  After their conqucft of, Britain, alf shofe
, % whom the lend was apportioned, held a right to
affift ‘in the Saxon parliaments. “And by the
feeudel law every landbolder, met in 'the feudal.
eourts, and gave his aflent, or diffent, to the
laws there propofed. S e s
- Such continued’ to' be the form of the Britifly
government, until the diffolation of the hep-
tarchy, and union of the feven kingdoms, when,
we fhould not. have thought it ftrange, had this
Principle ‘been deftroyed, or greatly impaired, int
the convulfions -which effe@ed fo great a revo-

- Jution. But, on the contrary, although the num.

bers,of people,-'and their remotenefs from the

Place of convention, were greatly encreafed by -

thé umion’ which rendered a perfonal exercife of
the legiflative pawer impraicable ; yet in ordes

to preferve in’ the government, this importany .

principle, upon which 'all their rights ‘ind free:
dom depended, they adopted the pelicy of veft>
inig ‘the larided iftereft in €ach tything and bo-
‘fough, with a right ‘to fend ¥yeprefentatives
their Wittena-Gemot, or Parliament. =~~~ 7
" Nor could the ragé of conqueft, and all the

power of atrhs, abelifh this frit principle of Eng:

Vo Ly
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Jith liberty and fafety. William the firft, at the
time he conquered Britain, found it confiftent
with his intereft and fecurity, to preferve it in-
violate : And when he thought it neceflary to
leflen the exorbitant.power of the Saxpn Earis,
which endangered his fafety, by difinembering
" the baronies from the counties, the Barons were
vefted with a right to reprefent their baronies, in
sthe ' great national council. This was. all the
change which that great man veptured t@ make
in the copftitution ; achange which made no ef-
fential difference, as to its freedom. For as eve-
ry fpot of land was before the conqueft within
fome tything, fo under this alteration every part
of it was included, in fome barony or borough,
"and all of them were reprefented in the legifla-
,§1v:})ow¢r, by the Barons, or Burgeffes. ‘

" Upon this folid foundation continued the fre=

dom of the Englith ‘government, during the
reigns of William ™ Rufus, and Henry the firft.

Ini the civil war between Stephen and Maud and

Henry the fecond, each party finding the power
and influence of the Barans over their vaffals too
Frcat, divided the conquered baronies intg {mal-

er temancies in chief, and rewarded their friends.
with them.” By this meafure, and the like poli-
£y, which was afterwards purfued by King John,
tenants in capite, or the lefler Barons, were fo
- multiplied, that a very unequal reprefentation of
the landed intereft ayofe. They held an equal
fhare in the legiflature, with the greater Barons ;
‘and being more numerous, and their iatereft in
~ many refpects different, they over-ruled, and of- -

ten deprived the greater nebility of their rights.

'Eh_is. gri(vancc grew iptolerable ; apd. therefore,
et o " when

.
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when King John found himfelf obliged to. do
juftice to the nation, and reftore the antient
principle of the conftitution, two feveral claufés
were iaferted in Magna Charta: By the firft
* the Archbifhops, Abbots, Earls and greas Bay
“ roms of the realm,” were to be “ fummoned
« fingly” by the King’s writs; and by the fe-
cond, “ all others who held in chief,” viz. the
lefler Barons, or terants in capite, were to be
“¢ fummoned in general.” By this claufe the
lefler barons were feparated from the greater,

-and loft the'r hereditary right of reprefenting -

their lands fingly, or in perfon; but being furi-
moned to parliament ¢ in general,” they held
the right of ele&ing fome of their body to re-
‘prefent them in the houfe of commons; and of
articipating the fupreme legiflative authority
y their delegates, who were thence forwar
“fled Knights of the fhire.

-

Thus this right to prote&tion from the ftate,

ftood fecured in every alteration of the conftitu-
tion, by preferving te the landholders a fhare in
-thg autherity of the fupreme head, who were te
‘regulate that proteétion, and every other matter
fuiceptible of human dire&ion, until the reiga
-of Henry VI. when our anceftors, conceiving
that it could not be rendered too fecure, nor
founded on a bafe too broad, they.obtained, by
aét of parliament, a right in every frecholder of
forty thillings per annum, to vote for knights of
the fhite. \

* . In confirmation of this right, I fhall only add

that King John, in the great charter I have be-- -

fore mentioned, granted for the geftoration of
the rights of the fubjet, engages * not to im-
v . (73 Po&’
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# pofe any taxes without fummeoning the arch-
% bifhops; the bithops, - the abbots, the earls,.
¢ the greater barons, and the zemants in capite.”
And by the 17th of Edward III. another char-
ter, granted on the like occafion, it is exprefsly
declared, that * whatever concerns the efiate of the
““ realm, and the people, thall be trezted of in par;
% liament by the King, with the confent of the
¢ prelates, earls, barons, and commonalty of the
¢ realm.” : SR
It would be endlefs to trace this truth through
all the pages of the hiftory of the Englith go
vernment. I have offered prooefs fufficieat to d¢
monftrate that the Lords and Commons, w!
hold fo lggge a fhare of the legifltive authority,
derive their #igbt from, and reprefent the lands with~
in the realm. I fhall therefore only add, before
I leave this point, That this power of legiflation
in the people, derived from the fhare they held
in the lands, ‘was originally, and yet is, of the ef-
fence of the Englifh government ; and ever was,
and ftill continues to -be, the only check upon
-the encroachments of power, the great fecurity
againft oppreflion, and the main fupport of the
freedom and liberty of the Englith fubjeéts. And
its excellence confifts in affording, to every past

art of the realm, an opportunity of reprefent-
ing, by their delegates, at all times, their true’
circumftances, their wants, their neceffities, and
their danger, to the fupreme authority of the na-
tion, without a knowledge of which it is impof-

fible to form juft or adequate laws; and when

raprefented, to confult, advife and decide upon
fuch provifions, as are propofed for their relief,
or fafety ; giving their negative to fuch as are
‘ maifchievous

~
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mifchievous or improper, and their affeht td
thofe which remove the mifchief, or afferd a reé:
medy. ' Here we have a-perfet idea of civil li:
berty, 'and free government, fuch as is énjoyed
by the fubjeét in Great-Britain.

But what are the circumftances of thé Amieri:
can Britifh fubjeés ? - Is there a part or fpot of the
Iands in America, or are the owners or proprie-
tors thereof in'right of fuch lands, reprefented ift
the Britith parliament ; or do they in any other
manner partake of tlie fupreme power of the
ftate ? In this fituation of the colonies, is not the
Britifh government as abfoluté and defpotic ovet
them, as any Monarch whatever, who fingly
holds the legiflative authority ? - Are not the pet-
fons, lives and eftates of the fubje&s ‘in America
at the difpofal of an abfolute power, without the
leaft fecurity for the enjoyment -of their rights ?
-‘Moft certain it is; that this is a fitvation which
people accuftomed: to' liberty cannot fit eafy un=
der. ‘ ‘ :

From the preceeding remarks it partly ap-
‘pears in what manner the American fubjeéts have
loft the ¢njoyment of this - ineftimable right,
-though not the right itfelf, viz. by their emigra-
tion to a part of the territory of the ftate, for
which the conftitution had not provided a re-
preféntation. America not being known or
thought of when the conftitution was formed, no
fuch provifion was then made. But the right to
a fhare in the fupreme authority was confined to
the territory at that time, intended to be governed
by it. And at the time our anceftors left the
mother country, it feems none was eftablifhed.
How this happened is not material to.my fu!z‘;

' ’ +*
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Ject—they came ‘éver, perhaps, without think--
ing of the importance of the right ;—or their
poverty, which rendered the obtaining of it i
any form impracticable, prevented their claim
of it. However, it is certain that it was paffed
‘ever in filence, as well by the ftate, as the people
who emigrated ; but has been neither forfeited,
{urreridered, nor loft. And therefore it ought to.
be reftored to them, in{uch manner as their cir-
‘cumftances will admit of, whenever it fhall be

" decently and refpe&fully afked for. Juftice,to,
the ‘Americans, and found policy, in refpect to
both countries, manifeftly require it. K

The emigrants enjoyed in Britain the perfect.
rights of Englith fubje&ts. They left their pa-.
tive country with the ¢onfent of the ftate, to en-
‘creafe her commerce, to zdd to her wealth, and
extend her dominions. Al this they. have ef-
feted with infinite labour and expence; and
through innumerable difficukies and dangers.
In the infani-ftate of their fucieties, they were
incapable of exercifing this right of' participat-
ing the legiflative authority in any mode. The
power of parliament was juftifiable from necef-
fity at that timc over them; they ftood in as
'much need of its etion, as children in an
infant-ftate require ¥he aid and prote&tion of a
parent, to fave them from a foreign enemy, as
well as fromthofe injuries which might arife from
their own indifcretions, But now they are ar-
Tived st a degree of opulence, and circumftances

.{o refpe@table, as not only to be capable of en«
Joying this right, but from neceffity, add for
the fecurity of both countries to requrre it. -

¥ Thy
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The fubjects of a free ftate, in every part bf.
#sXomiriions ought, in good policy, to enjoy
the fame fundamental rights and privileges. E-
very diftin@ion betweent them muft be offenfive
and odious, and cannot fail to create uneafinefs
and jéaloufies, which will ever weaken the go=
vernment, and frequently terminate in infurrec-
tions; which, in every fociety, ought to be parti«
cularly guarded againft. If the Britilh ftate
therefore means to retain the colonies in a due
obedience on her governnient,, it will be wifdom
in-her to reftore to her. American fubjetts, the

- enjoyment of the right of affenting to, and dif«
fenting from, fuch %ﬂl’s ‘as fhall be propofed ta
regulate their condu&t. Laws thus made will
ever be obeyed; becaufe by their affent, they be-
come their own a&ts.—It will place them in the
fame .condition with their brethren in Britain,
and ‘remove all .caufe of complaint; or, if
they fhould conceive any regulatiods ineorive-
nient, or unjuft, they will petition, not -rebel,
‘Without this it is eafy to perceive that the unidn
and harmony, which is peculiarly effential to 2
free fociety, whofe members are refident in re«
gions fo very remote from each’ other, ‘cannos
long fubfift. © = - - '

The genius, temper, and gircamftances of the
Americans thould be alfo dtly attended to. No
people in the-world have higher notions of libers
ty. 'R would be impoffible ever to eradicate
thent o fhould ‘ap attemipt fo unjuft be ever made ¢
Their e fpirtt and' conduét fully prove this afs
fertion, ancf will ferve as a clye to that policy by
which they ought to be governed, The diftance
of America from Britain, her valt exent of ter-
: sitory
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ritory, her numerous ports and conveniencies of
commerce, her various productions, her increaf-
ing numbers, "and confequently her growing
ftrength and power, when duly confidered—all
point out the;policy of umiting the two countries -
‘together, upon principlées of Englifh .liberty.
-Should this be omirted, ,the colonies will infal-
dibly throw. off their connexion with thé mother
country,~T heir diftance .will encourage the at- -
tempt, theig difcontent will give them ipirit, and.
their numbers wealth and power, at fome future
. day, will enable them to effect it. :

If it be:the intereft of the mother cquntry, to
be united with the colonies, it is ftill more Thejr
intereft ghat the union fhould take ‘place. Their
future {efety; and” happinefs depend onit. A
little attention ta their circumftanges will preve

_it.  Each colony, in the prefent conftitution; is
capable, by its own internal legiflature, to regu-
late its own internal police, within its particular
circle of territory. But hege it is confined ; thus
far, and no-. farther, can its authority extend,—
one.cannat travel into the bounds of the other,
and there make, or -execute, its regulations.
They are, therefore, in refpet to each other, fo
many perfect and independent focieties; deftitute
of any palitical connection, or fupreme autho-
rity, to compel them to act im concert for the
common fafety. They are differentin theirforms
“of government,—productions of foil, and views
of comnmerce.—They have different religiors,
tempers, and private intereftsc—They, of courfe,
entertain high prejudices againft, and jealoufies
of, each other; all which muft from the nature
and reafon of things always confpire to creaw

F2 - fuch
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fuch a diverfity of mﬁerc{‘cs, inclinations, judge-
ments, and condud, that it will ever be impof-,
fible for them to ‘unite in any general meafure
~whatever, either to avoid any general mifchief,
or to promoté any gencral good A retrofpeé’t:
to the conduét of the colonies, durmg the laft
- war,  will thew that this affertion is founded in
fatal experience. It was owing to this difunited
" ftate of the colonies, and their conduéhng their
- policy upon thefe prmc1ples that a fmall num-
ber ‘of French fubjeéts in'Canada, adingon the
“reverfe, were enabled to. concert their plans with
fuch fuperxor wifdom, and to exert ‘fuch a fu-
- perior ‘degree of firength, as €& endanccr the
“fafety of all North - Amenca which contamcd,
“upwards of two millions of pcople -and obliged
“them to lmplorc the afliftance of the Britifh go-
‘vernment. -In the " appllcatxon to ‘the ‘mother.
<country for prote&tion, this is. fully acknowled-.
-geéd. It now ‘evidently appears,t fiy the
- council and affembly. of the Maffachufets Bay,
“¢ That'thd F rcnch are advanced “th the execu-
- tion “of ‘a plam, “prijefled #tore than' fifty years
¢ fince, for extending their pofleflions from'the
«’mouth’ of " the Mifliffippi - oh thé fouth, to
¢ Hudfon’s Bay on the norh, for fecur'no the
¢ vaft-body of Indians in that inland country,
+¢ and for fubjcCting 1bis whole continent to the
*¢ rown of France.” * - And from what caufe did
it"happen that the Englifn colenies, pofefl:d of
ian hundred fold ‘mote wealth ‘and twenty times
&he numbcr of people, could not op}- of¢, with
.fuccefs the forcc and 1chcr~es of a few ? The
P ) Do R . . : ) jamc

Cow Me’i’ngé fiom the- Couhcil and Iloufe of chrmcnta-
tives of the Maflachufets Bay, in 1754.
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famoe gentlemen tell us, The French have bug¢
ane intereft; and keep but one point in view : The
Englifb governments bave different interefts, are dy-
“united : fome of them bave their frontiers covered by
their neighbours ; and not being immediately affelted
Jeem unconcerned.” The commidlioners from the
feveral colonies at Albany, affign the fame caufe.
‘“ The colonies,” they inform the crown, being
“ in a divided, ddunited ftate, there has never
** been any joint cxertion of their force, or councils,
““ to repel or defeatthe meafures of the French;”
and ¢ particulir colonies are unable and unwil-
“ ling to maintain the caufe of the whole.™
“ That it feems abfolutely neceflry, that {peedy
‘ and effeCtual meafures be taken o fecure the
< colonies fromthe flavery they are threatened with.”
‘The predi&ion contained in thefe declarations
turned out {tri¢tly true. As it was moft juft
that the colonies thould contribute towards their
own prote&tion, while the mother country was
lavifhing millions in their defence ; requifitions,
were annually made of them. But what was the.
condu of the colonies in this fcene, fo very in-
terefting to them ? Tt is enough for me here to
affert, what was known to all at the time, and
what there ftill remains abundant documents to,
prove—T hat altho’ fome of the colonies, which,
were in immediate danger, complied chearfully
and in time; yet others, fiom various caufes,
complied too late to be of real fervice ; and fome
gave nothing towards the general defence, even.
at times when the enemy was within their bor-
ders, and a confiderable part of the colony was
evacuated. What muft have been the direful.
corfequences of thofe omiffions of duty in the co-
' ‘ ' . Jonigs,
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lonles towards each other, had not the mother-
country exerted her military abilities to fave
theai? The danger, and all the horrars of French
flavery, and popith fuperftition, which then
threw us, at times, into the greateft defponden-
€y, are paft, and we have forgot them!  But let
us not deceive ourfelves; the fame caufes will
‘ever produce the fame effects.—T'he ambition of
France is {t:1] alive andactive, her power indeed is
sflecp, but pnly to wake at fome future day. Ame-
rica s daily growing a more alluring obje& of her
ambition. - Her fleets, and thofe of her patural
ally, .the King of Spain, are encreafing. The
practice of conquering and dividing territories
aad kingdoms, is become fathionable in Eu-
rope.  Under this profpeét of things, what can
America expedt, while the denies jt:ilc‘ authority
of the mother-ftate ; and by that denial incurs a
forfziture of her protection, and refufes to be
urited with her upon fuch’ prizciples as will en-

- title her to it... She muft in all probability foon
brcome the flave of arbitrary power,—of Pop-
§th bgotry and fuperftition. '

But the miferies of a foreign yoke are not al}
the mifchiefs which may attend her {cheme of in-
devendency, Difputes will ever arife among
the colonies. The feeds of controverfy, refpect-
ing their feveral interefts and boundaries, are al-
xcady fown, and in full vegetation. Ambitien
ard avarice are ever ready to exert their influ-
ence, whenever opportunity offers.  America
Tias many men of abilities and intrigue, who will
at all times be ready to rife on the misfortunes

., and calamities of oethers. Difputes between
Per s-{ylvania and Maryland began, and wgt;ld
A NQ
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have ended in a civil war, had not the authority
of the ftate interpofed. Similar difputes have
fubfifted between New-York and Connecticut
New-York and New-Jerfey, and ftill fubfift
between New-York and New-Hampthire, Con-
neCticut and Pennfylvania, and Pennfylvania
and Virginia; all arifing from' the uncerai
of their boundaries, and right to the foil. Ina
King James granted two charters, one to the
Plymouth c¢ompany, and the other to Sir Tho-
mas Gates, anclp others ; including all tbem
The refumption of the firft of thefe charter¢ hag
been publickly avowed and -attempted ; and we'
have great reafon to believe, that of the other
is in contemplation. Thefe, with many other
caufes, will afford plentiful fources of difpute
between the feveral colonies ; which can only
be decided by the fword, thére being no other
power to appeal to. The northern colontes, in-
ured  to.military difcipline and hardfhips, will,
in all probability, be the firft to enter the lift of
military controverfy ; and, like the northern Sa~
xons and Danes, carry devaftation and havock
over the fouthern; whe, weak for want of difci-
pling, and having a dangerous enemy within
their own bowels, muft, after fuffering all the
horrors of acivil war, yield to the fuperior force,
and fubmit to the will of the donquerors.
We have now: before us, dll that we are w
gain by this frantic atternpt, to feparate the co=
‘lonies from Great-Britain. Should America fail
in her military oppofition, which fthe muft in~
fallibly do, they immediately become a cop=
quered people, fubjeét to fuch laws as the con-
querors thal} think proper to impofe :—All out
, ' B rights
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tights and privileges forfeited,—our loyalty juft-
1y diftrufted—our ports Tecured by men of war,
=—our capital cities burthened with Britith
troops,—and our wealth exhautted for their fu- -
port. ‘On the other contrary, Thould we by any
miraculous évent fircceed in this mad defign, we
mutt foon either become a prey to a foreign pow-
er; our laws, our manners and cultoms, our
rights both civil and religious, and our ineftim-
able religion itfelf, will be changed for the ar-
bitrary cuftoms, the flavery and bloody fuperfti-
~ tionof Rome: Ct thould we by any unforefeen
accident, efcape this deplerable fituation, an-
other awaits us, almoft as thocking and diftref-
fing. Ambition and avarice will foon furnith
the fewel, and blow up the flame of civil difcord
among ourfelves.  Some of thefe calamities muft
inevitably be the blefled confequences of this
unnatural fcheme. , -

" It will newbe afked, what ther is to be done?
‘Muft we fubmit to parliamentary regulations,
when we arenot reptefented in that jboay ? My
anfwer is—T'hat I am a friend to true liberty. I
efteem it above all other temporal bleffings, and
decaufe 1 efteem it, I difapprove of the inde-
-pendent meafures of the congrefs; which, inftead
«of tending to fecure, or obrain it, lead to the
deftruction of a¥l liberty, and thieinoft dangerods
tyranny. 1 do not differ from themin opinion,
that America has grievances to complain of 3’
but I differ from them in the mode of obtaining
redrefs. 1 ever was convinced that Great-Britain
was not fo defpicable in her power as to be hec-
tored out of her righis by her fubjets; or that
fhe was fo ignorant of the condition of the colo-

niesy
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fiies; as to believe out pretenfions to independen.’
oy could be maintained.” ‘I~ forefaw, what ‘has’
now come to pafs, that-we muf either fubmic
to:parliamentary auchority,~or. to be a cop-
3:‘«@& peoplec—or-feek for redrefs in an union'
ith the imothier ftate. And’'my Quey as a-fub-
jéét,  mry ovn inttérelt, ‘and thefafety and happi-’
mefs of my country; ever prevailéd on me to c‘grc,-j
ferithefat. - .Had this-meafare been’ adopted: in*
the year 1966, ta-all probability, therights of*
America would hive beén reRoréd, and the moit’
grfc& harmény-would have this. day, fubfifted’
tween the two' éountries ¢ But ' untorturarely’
for America, fich' ground wis at that' time tak-*
- en; abrendered it - inconfiftent with thé honout !
and digaity of parliardent to'mégtws; -+ . -
« Great pats have beétt taken by the American
demagogues; to -delude- thé' unhappy people,’
whom they have doomed to be the ‘dupes of*
their ambition; 'into 4 belief that no juftice was:
to: be ebtained of his Mijefty, and his houfes of-
parlidmenit ; -and that they had - réfufed 'to hear’
our moft ‘reafonable petitions.” Herice we have
feen the: beft of Sbvereigns treatéd withthe'grof- -
féft sbufe and infule, the affe&tiods of his'prople
alienated, and -many of  his Taithful fabjects, def- '
poading’ of -relief, takidg up army againft {n{s :
authiority, It is high itime that thjs fat¥Belu-
fion fhould be expoted, and the good people of
America difabufed. It'i§ trué, thar’ his Majef-.
ty and the'two houfes of Patlfimehthiaye trearéd
petitions from the colonies withnidgle& ; but whit :
wtre thofe petitions *  Did'thiby feft op ‘2’ dental.
of. the effendial rights-of Patliamérit; or-did theyis
afk for the rights of the fubjeét in America?- A
G . retrofpeg,
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retrofpect of all the petitions, ever prefented ta
the throne on.this fubjed, will thew ' that they:
conveyed to the royal ear, nothing but the lan-,
guage of independence,  They difowned: the:
power of. the fupreme legiflature, to which, as;
fubjelts, they owe obedience, and denied a ea-
pactty in the colonies to be reprefented-

‘upon this ground they infifted on a repeal of:
the laws. Here they ended.«-No prayer, sor.
the leafs. intsmation of & defire to be united with Briv-

. pain upon a juft reftaration of their rights! - Suchls

were the petitions of -the ‘colonits, which werg

treated with negle@ by the fupreme power of the ;
nation. And.the reafonable and . fenfible man?
will now, on rcﬁc&;ion, determine, whether it.

becomes us, to refent a condué-of this: kind, “im

our fuperiors,or rather to look.back,with afton.- -

ithment at our folly, in permitting ourfelves to,
be led by defigning men, into-fuch a&s of difa"

. refpedt and infult. Let us bring the cafe home--

to ourfelves. The relation between the fove- -

reign authority and. its members, bears a true
refemblance to that bétween pareat apd child,

Their rights and duties are fimilar. -Should a

child take umbrage at the conde@ of a' parent, -

tell him that he was not his father, nor would
he confider. kimfelf;.or a&k, -as his-child. on any-

terms;, gught the parent to liften to fuch undyti- - .

ful langyage, -or could he be juftly cenfured for:

tretingit with negle@, .or even with tontenipt ? .,

- Indrder toprevail pp the congrefs:to, defert,.
their {cheme of indepence, and to purfue thofe mea-
fures for reftoring the rights of America, whichcar- .
ried with, them a profpe of fuccefs; a.member of -.
the congsels, as I mentioned before, pr,opofcii a.

: ek l...'\.. . vl Pan‘:o
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n. of union between the two countries, whicly
would have reftored to the colonifts- the full en~
Joyment of their rights. I have often converfed
with him on the fubje&, and well underftand his
principles, and what paffed on the occafion. He
waited with patience to fee: whether any rationalk
fcheme of union would be adopted by the con-.
grefs,—determined to unite with them in any
meafure which might tend to a reconciliation be-
sween the two countries ; but he waited in vain &
And when he found them bewildered, perpetually-
changing: their-ground, taking up principles one:
day, and fhifting them the next, he-thought 1t
his duty, however little the profpe&t of fuceefs,,
to fpeak his fentiments with frmnefs, and'to-en-
deavour to fhow them the true line of their duty..
. After-proving the neceflity of a fupreme autho-. .
rity over every membeg, ot the ftate, tracing the--
rights of the colonies to®heir origin, and-fixing-
* them on the moft folid- principles; and thence-

fhewing the neceflity of an union with the mo«. - -

ther ftate, for the recovery of them; he intro- -
duced the plan with .the refolve which precedes
it. But before he delivered it to be read, hede- -
clared, that he was fenfible it was not perfedt; -
that knowing the fundamental principles of‘eve-
ry fyftem muftt be firft Zaxthd, he had, to avoid*
perplexity, contented fimfelf with only ‘lay-.
ing down the greaf out-lines of the union;
“and fhould they be gpproved of, that he had fe-
veral propofitions oﬁcﬁér confequence to make,
in order to render the fyftem more complete.
- Theplan read, and warmly feconded by feveral,
entlemen of the firf} abilities, after a long de-
ate, was fo far approved as to be. thou ht

: . 6 2 worthy
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worthy of further confideration, and referred un-
der a rule for that purpofe, by a majority of
the colonies. Under this. promifing afpe® of
things, and an expeation that the rule would
“have. been regarded, .or at leaft that fomething
rational would. take place to reconcile our un-
happy differences, - the member- propofing it
was weakly led to fign-the non-importitien

agreement, ,a}tho{xgli he had uniformly oppofed -

it’;‘but in this he was difappeinted.—The
meafures of ipdependente .and \ fedition, were {foon
after preferred to thefe of barmony and liberty ; and.
no arguments, however reafonable and juft, could -
prevail on a majority of the colonies to defert
- them. The-refolve, plan, and rule referring
them to further confideration, fo inconfiftent:
with the meafures now refolved .on, were ex-
punged from the minutes ; with what view let
America determine ;' And while the enemies tq
the gentleman who propefed them, are’ abufing
him for offering and publithing to the world
the moft infamous falthoad, -in reprefenting it as
mipifterial,; and fent ever te him by Lord N—h;
they have copi¢s of it in their pockets, induf-
trioufly concealing it fremi: the: world," With‘
what view can’ this be,ibut: that their malevo-
lent afperfions may take; the greater effeét? In ;
»juftice therefore to the charater of this. gentle-
man, ‘and that' America:&nay-fee and judge for -
j;ﬁ(:lf, they “are here offered go its confideration.
o e L
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Resorven, o . .

- ‘Thlte the Congrefs will apply to his Majefty for a redrefs
pf grievaices under whlicH iy faithful fubje@s in America
labour ; and affure him, th4t the Colonies hold in abhorrencé
tlte idea of being confidered -independent communities on
the Britifh government, and mott ardently defire the eftab-
lithment of a Political;Union, not enly among themfelves,
‘hut with the' Mother State, upon thofe principles of fafety
and freedom which are eflential in the conftitation of all
free governments, and particalar¥ that of the Britifh Le-
gﬂature ;-and as the Colonies from their loeal circum-

nces, cannot be reprefented in the Parliament of Greats
Britain, they will humbly propofe to his Majefty and hig
two Houfes of Parliament, the follwoing plan, under which
the ftrength of the whole Empire may be drawn together
on any emergency, the intereft of both countries advanced;
and the rights and liberties of America fecared, . ‘

A Rlan of a propofed Union between
Great-Britain and the Colonies. *~

THAT a Britith and American legiflature, for regu-
lating the adminiftration of the general affairs of
America, be propofed and eftablithed in America, includs
ing all the faid colonies; within, and under which governs
fent, each colony fhall retain its prefent conftitutjon, and
wers of regulating and governing its own internal police,
1o all cafes whatever. g - ’ '
- That thefaid government be adminiftered by a Prefident
General, to be appointed by the King. and a grand Coun--
cil; to be chofen by ‘thé: Reprefentatives of the people of
the feveral colonies, in their refpeftive Affembiiés, once
in every three years.’ - ’ T :
“'That the feveral Affemblies fhall choofe members for
the grand Council in the following proportions, viz. '

New-Hampthire, Delaware Counties,
Maffachufetts-Bay, Maryland,
Rhode-Ifland, Virginia, |
Conne&icut, ~ - . North-Caralina, - .
New-York, South-Carolina,
New-Jerfey, ' and

Pennfylvania, Georgia.

Whs
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- Who (hall meet-at the cityt of. . for the
firft time, being called by the Prefident-General, as foon
as conveniently may be after his appointment.

That there thall be a new ele@ion of members for the

Grand Council every three years; and on the death, remo-
val or refignation of any member, his place fhall be {up-
plied by a new choice, at the next fitting of Affembly of
the Colony he reprefented.
- That the'Grand Coutrcil fhall meet once in every year,
if they fhail think it neceffary, and oftner, if occafions
hall require, at fuch time and place as they fhall adjourn,
to, at the lat preceding meeting, or as they fhall be called
to meet at, by the PreﬁSent-Generai, on any emergency.

That the grand Council thall have power to choofe their
Speaker, and fhall hold and exercife all the like rights, li-
berties and privileges, as are held and exercifed by and in
the Hoafe of Commons of Great-Britain. .

. That the Prefident-General fhall hold his Office during
the pleafure of the King, and his aflent- fhall be requifite
to all 4&s of the Grand .Council, and it fhall be his office
ard duty to caufe them-to be carried into execution.
" 'Fhat the Prefident- General, by and .with the advice and
confent of the Grand-Council, hold and exercife all the le-
ﬁ‘iﬂativ\; rights, powers, and authorities, neceffary for regu.
ting and adminiftring all the general police and affairs
of the colonies, in which Gteat-Britain &nd the colonies, or
any of them, the colonics in general, or more than one co--
lony, are in any manner concerned, as well civil and cri-
minal as commercial. .
* That the faid Prefident-General and Grand Council, be
an inferir and Qiin@ branch of the Britifh legiflature,
united ard incorporated with it, for the aforefaid general/-
. purpofes ; and that any of the faid general reguldcions may
originate and be formed and digefted, either in the Parlia~'+
ment of Great-Britain, or in the faid Grand Council, and
being prepared, trar{mitted to the other for their approba-
tion or diffent ; and that the affent of both fhall be requi-
fite to the validiey of all fuch general ats or ftatutes.

That in time of war, all bills for granting aids to the
erown, preparcd by the Grand Council, and approved by
the Prefident General, fhall be valid and paffed into a law,

* withqut the affent of the Britifh Parliament. gl
I
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Y thall not affirm that this plan is farmed
wpon the mo{t perfed principles of policy and
government; “but as it 18 an univerfally prevail-
mg opinion, that the colonies cannot be- repre-
fented in parliament: 1 know of none other
which comes_fohear to them ; and it is moft evi-_
dent, upon a due’ Sonfideration of it, that the_
nghts of America would have been fully reftor-
ed, and her freedom effeCtually fecured -by it.
For under i it, nolaw can be binding on Ameri-
€a, to which the people, by their rcprcﬁfntatwcs,
have not previoufly- given their confent: This
is the eflfence of l'b*rty, and what more would
her people defire?’ -

Theé author of this plan fcems to have form-
ed it on a comprehenfive view, of the regula-
tions neceflary to the intereft ahd f afery of the’
<colonies. ~ Thefe he has divided int& two claffes:
the ‘firft contain all fuch as the colony legiflz-
tures-have a right t0 make, under "the feveral,

“coniftitutions,’ and 1o which they are adeqnate ;
thefe to remain wndef their decifions ; it bein
‘declated in the plan, that * €ach colony fhall
* retain its prefent conftitution and poweérs ot
b peg-ulatmg and governing its own internal po--
¢ lice in all cafes whatever.” The others, whicl
are to be the ebjels of the deliberations and de-
cifions .of the grand council, relate to the gene-
ral interefts and fecurity of the colonies, and are
abfolutely ‘neceffary for thofe pnrpofcs ; f{uch
laws for-granting aids to he crown, and levy-
ing taxes in juft and reafonable proportions in the
‘colonies—for regulating a general paper curren-
¢y, and the valuae of foreign coins, which ought
in all good policy, to be cﬁabhﬂwd on funds

equally
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équally folid, and afccrtg;fl}td ‘at the fame values
Laws for regulating angd quarfering, troops,
which may,be. neceffary for their general pros
tetion ; for fettling difputes. between, the ‘colo-
nies, refpecting their boundarjey—with a yaricty
of other matters , that muft, fatorally anfe from
the jarrini% interefts of the .cojonjes, .which ‘will
continually encreafe, with, the encreafg of. their
wealth and commerce. ~ And as to thefg, it muft
be owned, that the colony legiflatures ‘arc;not
ddequate ; bt that they muft be made either by.
the parliament, or by, fome new cftablithmpnt
for thofe purpofes. The autherity of, the, firft,
was objected . 10 ;. .and, as to the fecond,. or any
other fyftem of unian; 1t being:incompatible with
the fcheme of .ihde'ppndqncc 1t _was not. thought;
worthy of attention...,.., ,. .-

' Objétions were indeed, ragde.

1a 2I0ia D

t9..8his:-plan;

‘which-jt may fiot be impropst here o mentiom
“Ic was. faid, ‘¢ that ‘the delegates did nat come.

« with authority to confent to a .political nrfion.

-« between the two countries.”;  To which many,

arguments were oppofed, tg thow thas;they, had:
fuch,q}}tlygri?v or none; and concluded;wish-dex:
firing, that if that was, in the opinion of the Bfm.
bers, .the cafe, yet that the, congrefs, ought -in - -
juftice to their country to digeft and form -oney

. and recommend it to. their refpeive affem-:

blies; by whom it would be, prefented with more

- conftitutiondl propriety than, by .any. other bo-

dy of men. * It was further faid, “that.the mems
* bers of the grand council:syould-be corryped;.
‘ and betray the intereff of the colonies.’”.  To.
tbis it was anfwered—That, if American viftue-
was not firm enough to maintain American li-

) - bel‘ty,

.
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“bsrty, it could be fuppored by nowifdom or peli-
¢y whatever; but fuppofe the people to be in fo.cor-
‘rupta ftate;—yet as the election of the. membtrs
was to be trionnial, they might change tiem-gxvery
3 y¢ars,and the fums of money, peceffacy, to; bribe
the riew members, woyld be 190 great to be:hip-
'_(pl'x,cd: That:the moft fenfible. writets on theGde
of liberty agietd, if the pachiamentiof England
1%3s triennial,, it would deftroy-the fyftem afieor-
: ryptiop. ,Befides, to,aveid. all rifque of the ged-
“trany, thiey myght, by alteripg one. word. -in the
"Planr -makc, Ehﬂ ‘CIC&iOﬂ du,c_;l_n_laL or ..Qnﬁ!’da
~which muft certainly remove the objectian, oA
_thiid obﬁeﬂidn.was, That it -dgprived. the cold-
Jy legillatures of a. part of. their - tights 5, Xo.
‘which it was.replied, that a colony legiflaturetis
capable of paffing laws to regulace its ingerndl
olice ;-but not adequate. tp.any general. regu-
—};tion,,:'doi even.in the neceffary ong of fexatior.
XYhat_there is no propofition. more_juft, -than.
stpar_every -calany, as .a_memiber, “of the ifkaté,
.ought to be; abliged to coptribute rowards; she-
“dcéncc of the whole, .in propastion to ths sproi-
gsrty. and wealth which each. gplony, poficfed..
;That ‘this ‘is 2 primary confideration in every
fociety ; and; that no one cplopy had & canftiy
‘tional power to obtain the amgunt and yalue 6f
the Pf,;;xftx of the others; by which taafgen
tain its proportion.  Nor,way there any. st
fity whatever, faye the . Britith Parlisment,. fo
compel refraltory colonies. tp ,do their réafame
abig duty, in this or any other genesal rficafurek
- and thax this; plan, was fo, far,ff%qm dimihithing
th? s hr's, of..any,colony Jegidlatyre, \{hﬁt.ﬁhﬁx'a
tended them'; by giving to each a new jurifdic- -
- B2 tion,,
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tion, te decide upon regulations which relasg
- to the. general police of all the colonies. - -
= Such was the plan laid before the congrefs,
" the objections againft, and the arguments in fa-
“vour of it. They are here laid before the pub-
« Jicy to- enable them to judge for themfelves, whe-
ther; asareprefentation in parliament, is generally
* fuppofed to be impracticable, any thingmore con.
Hfiftent with their fafety could have been adopted.
- #Had this unhappy econtroverfy beenof the firft
-}mpreffien in the Englifh government, I fhould
" not be furprifed to find the advocates of Ame-
.rica fo much at a lofs for principles upon which
_-to afk for, and obtain her rights. I.confefs I
~know not whether to attribute their ftrangecon-
- du& to a total ignorance of the merits, or to 3
-defign from the beginningte throw. off all po-
" liical connections with the Britith government,
-However this may. be, precedents are not want-
-j;%cupon which to reafon, and to form 5 remedy.
. .principality-of Wales, the Bifhoprick of
:Durham, and the Palatinate of Chefter, laboured
~under the like grievanices ; being bouhd by the
Jaws of parliament for many years, without hold:
. .ing a fhare in the fupreme authority. Great dife
_ content arofe from the flavith diftin&tion between
“the fubjefts of the farhe ftate. ~"The opprefled
thought it their duty, as members of the ftate,
0 petition the parliament’for a3 fhare 'in their
authiority. - And fuch was the equity and juf-
tice of their claims, that they became thereupon
~wefbed with this itnportant” privilege,”  'When
Henry 11 conquered Calais, ang fettled it with
Englifh  merchants, with- intént .to extend his
dominions, -and encreafe the commerce of the
e __‘1' o - toodl I}ationi
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Emon and it was held fo incompatible with
nglith lxbcrty, that the autherity ot parliament
ﬂnould extend to members who did not partake
of it, that they were incorporated with the Eng-
“lith government, and fhared in its legiflature.
What then is to be done ? Is it too late to re-
~ cover from our madnefs, and to purlue the dic-
tates of reafon and duty ? By no means. But
it is high time we had changed our meafures,
and retreated from the dangers with which we
are threatened. Lt us, like men who love order
and govérnment, boldly oppofe the illegal edicts
of the congrefs, before 1t is too late,—pull down
'—the licentious tyranny they haveeftablifhed dif-
folvc thetr inferior committees, their inftruments
to trample on the facred laws of your country,
and your invaluable rights. This done, and
peace and order reftored within your feveral pro-
.yinces ; apply to your afiemblies, who are your
conﬁltutlonal guardxans, and can alone procure
a redrefs of your grievances. Intreat them in a
relpe@ful and dutiful manner, to petition his
Majefty and his two houfes of parllamcnt——and
in their petitions to affure thewd, < That you are
¢ fenfible of the neceflity of a fupreme legifla-
A ture gver every member of the ftate; that you
¢ acknowledge yourfelves fubjes of the Britith
4¢ government ; that you have, through innu-
¢¢ merable dxﬁiculues and perils, fettlcd and im-
 proved a wildernefs, extended the territories,
¢ and greatly encreafed the wealth and power of
¢ the nation : That by fuch fettlement you
¢ have loft the enjoyment of, though not the
5 rifght to, fome of the firft and moft excellent
¢ of the privileges of Englithmen : That the
- « Englith
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Englifhi-government is “founded on freedom &
That this frecdom depends on its ‘particufar
conftitution, in which it is and ever was ef-
fential, that the landed intereft, or-the free-
holders of every part of its territory, fhould
participatc in the fupreme legiflative authority,
having right to regulate their conduét, and
a power over their lives, liberties and proper-
ties. ‘That this privilege alone diftinguifhes
Britifh fubjects from the flaves of the moft def-
potic governments: That no part of the lands
in_America, nor the proportion thereof in right
ef fuch lands, enjoy their antient right of par-
ticipating 1 the authority of parliament. And
yet that laws have been made, by that autho-
rity, for levying taxes upon your property,
for reftraining and prohibiting your trade and
commerce, for fupprefling your manufactures,
for regulating your internal police, and de-
priving you of inany other rights, to which
vou are entitled as Englifh fubjeéts. That
by fuch regulations you have been aggrieved
and opprefied, and great difcontent has arifen
in the breafts of his Majefty’s faithful Ame-
rican fubjedts, to the deftru&ion of that har-
mony which ouzht to fubfift betwcen mem-
bers of the fime community, and great pre-
judice of the common wealth,  Thatit is'not
for want of inclination, but capacity, arifing
trem the difunited ftate of the colonies, that
vou have not difcharged, with juftice among
vourfelves, thofe daties which appertain to
members of the ffaie:  And therefore pray :
that you may not only be reftored to this
capacizy, bit to ail the rights of Englithmen,

B “ upon
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& yupan fuch principles- of liberty and policy,:as :
¢ fhall beft fuic yous local circumftances.” -

A petition of this kind, fo ‘reafonable and. -

juft, and.fo well founded and eftablithed on the.
principles . of . their own government, attended:
with fuch -a plan of -union as may be wifely di-

gefted ‘by. your feveral affemblies, there is no!
room to doubt, will be gracioufly received, and -
duly attended.to by. his Majefty and . his two

. houfes of parliament, and finally terminate.in a-
full redrefs of your grievances, and a perma-

nent-fyftem of union,and-harmony, upon prin-

ciples of liberty. and fafery. But let me entreat

you, not to truft thefe - petitions to your agents

alone ; - but follow the wife examples of the Gre-.
cian and Roman colonifts,—fead over with them

one or more delegates, to remove the prefent

prejudices, to create friends, and to folicit your

caufe. The expence will be trifling, their utili-

ty may be great,—the importance of your rights.
is infinite.

Thus I have, my dear countrymen, with the.
utmoft candour and freedom, and the moft be-
nevolent regard for. your true intereft and happi-
nefs, laid before you the conftitutional extent:
of parliamentary - jurifdi€ion, and deduced your:
rights from the moft fol:d foundation, and ex-
plained your duties. - I have pointed out the
mode which I am convinced, you ought to pur-
fue for a reftoration of thofe rights. I have.
fhowed you the foliy of the {cheme now in agi-
tation for that purpofe. My moft fincere with
is, that you may avail yourfelves of the infor-.
mation, and retreat from the danger and diftrefs:
which threatens you, before it is too'late. Per-’
mit me, before I conclude, to alk you a few fe-.

rious

¥



' (C62- )

rious_giueRfom. Do you mitin to forfeif, by’
yeur rith and imprudent eohdudt, -your right to
the: proteétion of the Btitifh ftate, and cyt yotur- .

felves and your pofletity off for ever from alf".

the privileges ‘of -Englifhmen ? To'" relinquifh*
yaur trade up the' Mediterrahéan, ini the Britifh

- feas, and all the Britsh ports? and fuffer the®

gx;zdu'tc of 'yeur feil, and the effels of your la=
ar and induftry to perith on' your hands,. for,

want of a market to diffefe of them? Do you':

mean to defeft all your prefent Bleflings, & retréat
from fuperior.forcs into' 2 ,wi}d¢rhc§ -inhabited-
by wild beafts and favages, deftiute of - the ne-’
ceffaries of life, and incapable of “obtaining”
them ? Ordo you meantd fubmit-to'the deplor-’
able condiriorr of a- conquered: people, fubject to’

- the appreflion and tyrdnny of a milivary’ go-
* vernmeat, with' Britfh fleets direfting that pit-

tance of trade, which the conqueror miay allow’

yau to enjoy ; and with Britith forces in‘alf'your’ -

capital cities,.commanding your allegiance to the
Britith Rare? R S
-Do you wifh to_exchange the mild ‘and equal rule of'
Englith cuftloms and mannery,” and your. ineftimsble. relic:
gion, for the tyranny of a foreign’ yoke, and the bloody
foperftitions of popery ! Or.if you deﬁ%ﬂ to give up. your
préfent enjoyment of all the bleflings of life, for the hor~
2grs and daftrefs of a civil war, and the’ fafal confequences’
which muft. infallibly . attend Youx:fclves. and your . lateft-
poftérity ¥ Are ‘you fi/l refolved to furrender up your
reafonto the miferable fophiftry and gargon of  defigns.
ing men, and to hazard 21l thef direful misfottunes, rathey’
than be united with your brethren’ and fellow . fubjefts iné
Britain ? If fuch be your dreadlul refolutipns, J, wha

_ buve al] that I hold dear and valuable among you, muft con-~

senit myfelf witlr thating alopg with you the calamitous confe-
qatences :ifzmrfunzy, and- the miferable fate of an Ame-

. &dican ; with this only confolatidn, that ¥ have honefly difd
. charged my dyty in warning you of ¥onr dangers, ;and endéact
Youred to gﬂoty;u i‘ntoI' the'haven of fecarity and happinefis
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